To: Bangerter, Layne[bangerter.layne@epa.gov]
From: Benton, Donald

Sent: Mon 3/27/2017 6:37:58 PM

Subject: Re: Mayor of Houston DC Visit

| need you to please set up Robin and others to handle for me, request from WH

From: Bangerter, Layne

Sent: Monday, March 27, 2017 6:17:33 PM
To: Benton, Donald

Subject: RE: Mayor of Houston DC Visit

| have a major conflict so | cannot.

From: Benton, Donald

Sent: Monday, March 27, 2017 1:51 PM

To: Bangerter, Layne <bangerter.layne@epa.gov>
Subject: Fw: Mayor of Houston DC Visit

Can you make this work?

From: Lent, Susan <slent@AKINGUMP.COM>

Sent: Monday, March 27, 2017 5:32 PM

To: Benton, Donald

Cc: Kelly, Bill - MYR; Kirkland, William H. EOP/WHO; Bangerter, Layne; Richardson, RobinH
Subject: Re: Mayor of Houston DC Visit

Hi Don,

Our meeting is confirmed for 5:15 tomorrow at EPA. Arnita Hannon confirmed it. Does
that work? We're happy to meet anywhere that works for you.

Susan

Susan Lent
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Sent from my iPhone

On Mar 27, 2017, at 12:58 PM, Benton, Donald <benton.donald@epa.gov> wrote:

Security here at our building will be a serious problem tomorrow for reasons | am
sure you are aware. The meeting should occur after 4:30 or Wed. Or off site.

Thanks, Don
Sent from my iPad

On Mar 27, 2017, at 8:24 AM, Kelly, Bill - MYR <Bill.Kelly@houstontx.gov> wrote:

Thanks so much Mr. Kirkland,

| believe we are set up a time with EPA at 5:15pm.

Susan can confirm but that's what we have scheduled as of right now.

Thanks again,

bk

Sent from my iPhone

Bill Kelly
Director of Government Relations
Mayor’s Office, City of Houston

832.393.0805
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On Mar 27, 2017, at 10:19 AM, Kirkland, William H. EOP/WHO
Ex. 6 ‘wrote:

Don,

Thanks for the help. | have cc’ed Bill Kelly from the Mayor’s team who will
be able to offer more details on the times they will be available while in
town tomorrow.

Thanks,

Billy Kirkland
Special Assistant to the President

Deputy Director, Intergovernmental Affairs

EOP/Ex. 6
EOP/EX. 6 . office

Personal Phone/Ex. 6 + Cell

The information contained in this e-mail message is intended only for the personal and
confidential use of the recipient(s) named above. If you have received this
communication in error, please notify us immediately by e-mail, and delete the original
message.

ED_001612_00007293-00003



ED_001612_00007293-00004



To: Bangerter, Layne[bangerter.layne@epa.gov]

From: Benton, Donald

Sent: Mon 3/27/2017 6:33:39 PM

Subject: Re: Thank You For Your Interest in Serving - You Need to Apply Online

He needs to circle back with whoever sent him the email. | have no idea what is wrong
with the website.

From: Bangerter, Layne

Sent: Saturday, March 25, 2017 5:23:33 PM

To: Benton, Donald

Subject: Fwd: Thank You For Your Interest in Serving - You Need to Apply Online
Any advice on what to tell Skip?

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Skip Brandt < _Ex.6 i
Date: March 25, 2017 at 10:05:38 AM EDT
To: "'Bangerter, Layne' <bangerter.layne@epa.gov>

Subject: FW: Thank You For Your Interest in Serving - You Need to Apply Online

Layne,
I received the below email yesterday. However, When I fill it all out and
hit submit I am sent to a page that says "Page not found"!

Can you tell me where to inquire about what to do?

Cheers,

Ex. 6 - Personal
Privacy

From: Do Not Reply [mailto:noreply@whitehouse.gov]
Sent: Friday, March 24, 2017 10:54 AM
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To: Ex. 6 |
Subject: Thank You For Your Interest in Serving - You Need to Apply Online

Dear Ex. 6

Thank you for expressing an interest in serving in President Trump's
Administration, you are receiving this email because you were referred by
someone. In order to ensure you receive due consideration, it would be
helpful to have your contact and background information electronically.
Please complete the online Presidential Personnel application at
https://apply.whitehouse.gov.

Thank you again for apprising us of your desire to serve the public interest
as part of the Trump Administration.

Sincerely,
The Office of Presidential Personnel
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To: Lent, Susan[slent@AKINGUMP.COM]

Cc: Kelly, Bill - MYRJBIll.Kelly@houstontx.gov]; Kirkland, William H.

EOP/WHO; EOP/Ex. 6 :Bangerter, Layne[bangerter.layne@epa.gov]; Richardson,
RobinH[Richardson.RobinH@epa.gov]

From: Benton, Donald

Sent: Mon 3/27/2017 5:55:11 PM
Subject: Re: Mayor of Houston DC Visit

Susan, | am confirming the time will work for our folks but | am sure it will. Help refresh
me on subject matter so we can have the correct people in the room. Water? Air?
Radiation? Super fund cleanup?

Thanks,

Don

PS: I will not personally be there but my folks will take good care of the Mayor.

From: Lent, Susan <slent@AKINGUMP.COM>

Sent: Monday, March 27, 2017 5:32:59 PM

To: Benton, Donald

Cc: Kelly, Bill - MYR; Kirkland, William H. EOP/WHO; Bangerter, Layne; Richardson, RobinH
Subject: Re: Mayor of Houston DC Visit

Hi Don,

Our meeting is confirmed for 5:15 tomorrow at EPA. Arnita Hannon confirmed it. Does that
work? We're happy to meet anywhere that works for you.

Susan

Susan Lent
Sent from my iPhone

On Mar 27, 2017, at 12:58 PM, Benton, Donald <benton.donald@epa.gov> wrote:

Security here at our building will be a serious problem tomorrow for reasons I am sure you
are aware. The meeting should occur after 4:30 or Wed. Or off site.
Thanks, Don

Sent from my iPad

On Mar 27, 2017, at 8:24 AM, Kelly, Bill - MYR <Bill.Kelly@houstontx.gov> wrote:

Thanks so much Mr. Kirkland,

I believe we are set up a time with EPA at 5:15pm.
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Susan can confirm but that's what we have scheduled as of right now.

Thanks again,

bk

Sent from my iPhone

Bill Kelly

Director of Government Relations

Mayor’s Office, City of Houston

832.393.0805

On Mar 27,2017, at 10:19 AM, Kirkland, William H. EOP/WHO

EOP/Ex. 6 wrote:

Don,

Thanks for the help. I have cc’ed Bill Kelly from the Mayor’s team who will be
able to offer more details on the times they will be available while in town

tomorrow.

Thanks,
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Billy Kirkland
Special Assistant to the President
Deputy Director, Intergovernmental Affairs

EOP/Ex. 6

EOP/Ex. 6 | office

'EOP/Ex. 6 - cell

The information contained in this e-mail message is intended only for the personal and
confidential use of the recipient(s) named above. If you have received this communication in
error, please notify us immediately by e-mail, and delete the original message.
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To: Bangerter, Layne[bangerter.layne@epa.gov]
From: Benton, Donald

Sent: Mon 3/27/2017 5:51:12 PM

Subject: Fw: Mayor of Houston DC Visit

Can you make this work?

From: Lent, Susan <slent@AKINGUMP.COM>

Sent: Monday, March 27, 2017 5:32 PM

To: Benton, Donald

Cc: Kelly, Bill - MYR; Kirkland, William H. EOP/WHO; Bangerter, Layne; Richardson, RobinH
Subject: Re: Mayor of Houston DC Visit

Hi Don,

Our meeting is confirmed for 5:15 tomorrow at EPA. Arnita Hannon confirmed it. Does
that work? We're happy to meet anywhere that works for you.

Susan

Susan Lent
Sent from my iPhone

On Mar 27, 2017, at 12:58 PM, Benton, Donald <benton.donald@epa.gov> wrote:

Security here at our building will be a serious problem tomorrow for reasons | am
sure you are aware. The meeting should occur after 4:30 or Wed. Or off site.
Thanks, Don

Sent from my iPad

On Mar 27, 2017, at 8:24 AM, Kelly, Bill - MYR <Bill.Kelly@houstontx.gov> wrote:

Thanks so much Mr. Kirkland,

| believe we are set up a time with EPA at 5:15pm.

Susan can confirm but that's what we have scheduled as of right now.
Thanks again,

bk

Sent from my iPhone
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Bill Kelly
Director of Government Relations
Mayor’s Office, City of Houston

832.393.0805

On Mar 27, 2017, at 10:19 AM, Kirkland, William H. EOP/WHO
EOP/Ex. 6 wrote:

Don,

Thanks for the help. | have cc’ed Bill Kelly from the Mayor’s team who will
be able to offer more details on the times they will be available while in
town tomorrow.

Thanks,

Billy Kirkland
Special Assistant to the President

Deputy Director, Intergovernmental Affairs

EOP/Ex. 6
' EOP/Ex. 6 - office
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EOP/Ex. 6 - cell

The information contained in this e-mail message is intended only for the personal and
confidential use of the recipient(s) named above. If you have received this

communication in error, please notify us immediately by e-mail, and delete the original
message.
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To: Kirkland, William H. EOP/WHO] EOP/Ex. 6

...........

Cc: Bangerter, Layne[bangerter.layne@epa.gov]; Richardson,
RobinH[Richardson.RobinH@epa.gov]
From: Benton, Donald

Sent: Mon 3/27/2017 2:18:59 PM
Subject: Re: Request for EPA Agreement to Alternative Dispute Resolution - City of Taunton v. EPA

Billy,
I will have Robin Richardson and Layne Bangerter, my OCIR leads, set up a meeting with the
mayor and appropriate people here tomorrow.

Layne will follow up with specifics.
Thanks,
Don

Sent from my iPad

On Mar 27.2017, at6:37 AM, Kirkland, William H. EOP/WHO
< EOP/Ex. 6 wrote:

Den,

Hope all is well I wanted to follow-up with about the below issue and another request. [
have the Mayor of Houston in town tomorrow afternoon and hoped that I might have
someone at EPA join us for a meeting to discuss the city and some projects they have been
working on for a number years now, it seems like they are having some regulatory issues.

Thanks,

Billy Kirkland

Special Assistant to the President

Deputy Director, Intergovernmental Affairs

William H.Kirklandé EOPJ/EXx. 6

EOP/Ex. 6 - office
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EOP/Ex. 6

From: Thomas C Hoye Jr [mailto:thoye@taunton-ma.gov]

Sent: Thursday, March 16, 2017 11:15 AM

To: Kirkland, William H. EOP/WHO < EOP/Ex. 6

Subject: FW: Request for EPA Agreement to Alternative Dispute Resolutlon City of
Taunton v. EPA

Importance: High

Billy,

I hope you are well. I met you a little over a week ago in your office in regards to the
Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe’s, Project First Light and their quest to gain a Category One
LIT from the Department of the Interior. At the conclusion of the meeting I had mentioned
that the City of Taunton, Ma had a serious issue with the EPA and that I would forward
information, well here it is. I am meeting Tuesday 3/21 at 1pm with Layne Bangerter at the
EPA. I was hoping | might be able to swing by your office early that morning to explain
our issue to you or a member of your team.

Attached please find a letter from the Taunton Estuary Municipal Coalition to the Trump
Administration requesting that the Agency reconsider, under the alternative dispute
resolution process and independent peer review, the need for the stringent “state of the art
nitrogen limitations that EPA Region I has imposed on the City of Taunton (and is planning
to further impose on other nearby communities) (Attachments). As explained in the
attached letter from the Municipal Coalition, EPA’s action ignored the finding of three
nationally recognized experts who all uniformly concluded that the agency’s “technical”
approach (sentinel method) used to create the stringent nitrogen limitations was
Sfundamentally flawed and would not result in meaningful ecological improvement in the
Taunton Estuary. EPA Headquarters also refused to conduct a “peer review” of the
Region’s unproven sentinel method, even after acknowledging, under FOIA, that it
possessed no records showing that the new methodology used to set the limits was
scientifically defensible.

38
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The City of Taunton and the Municipal Coalition believe this is precisely the type of
arbitrary regulatory action that the Trump Administration has committed to address to
avoid wasting local vesources. The City should not be forced to litigate when the issue is
whether or not the Region’s approach is an accepted, reliable scientific practice — and EPA
apparently possess no records showing that it is.

Please note that if the peer review confirms that the Region’s approach is, in fact,
scientifically defensible, the City will undertake the necessary expenditures knowing that
the monies will produce real ecological benefits.

Thank you, I hope we can meet up and go Falcons,

Tom

Thomas C. Hoye Jr
Mayor

City of Taunton, Ma
508 821-1000

thoye(@taunton-ma.gov
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To: Kelly, Bill - MYR[BIll.Kelly@houstontx.qov] _

Cc: Kirkland, William H. EOP/WHC EOP/Ex. 6 | Bangerter,
Layne[bangerter.layne@epa.gov]; Richardson, RobinH[Richardson.RobinH@epa.gov]; Susan
Lent[slent@AKINGUMP.COM]

From: Benton, Donald

Sent: Mon 3/27/2017 4:58:44 PM

Subject: Re: Mayor of Houston DC Visit

Security here at our building will be a serious problem tomorrow for reasons I am sure you are
aware. The meeting should occur after 4:30 or Wed. Or off site.
Thanks, Don

Sent from my iPad

On Mar 27, 2017, at 8:24 AM, Kelly, Bill - MYR <Bill.Kelly@houstontx.gov> wrote:

Thanks so much Mr. Kirkland,

I believe we are set up a time with EPA at 5:15pm.

Susan can confirm but that's what we have scheduled as of right now.
Thanks again,

bk

Sent from my iPhone

Bill Kelly

Director of Government Relations

Mayor’s Office, City of Houston

832.393.0805

On Mar 27, 2017, at 10:19 AM, Kirkland, William H. EOP/WHO
EOP/Ex. 6 ‘wrote:
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Don,

Thanks for the help. I have cc’ed Bill Kelly from the Mayor’s team who will be able
to offer more details on the times they will be available while in town tomorrow.

Thanks,

Billy Kirkland
Special Assistant to the President

Deputy Director, Intergovernmental Affairs

EOP/Ex. 6

EOP/Ex. 6 : office

EOP/Ex. 6 |cell
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To: Bangerter, Layne[bangerter.layne@epa.gov]
From: Benton, Donald

Sent: Mon 3/27/2017 4:55:14 PM

Subject: Fwd: Mayor of Houston DC Visit

FYI please coordinate
Sent from my iPad

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Kelly, Bill - MYR" <Bill.Kelly(@houstontx.gov>

Date: March 27, 2017 at 8:24:08 AM PDT

To: "Kirkland, William H. EOP/WHOQO" < EOP/Ex. 6

Cc: "Benton, Donald" <benton.donald@epa.gov>, "Bangerter, Layne"
<bangerter.layne(@epa.gov>, "Richardson, RobinH" <Richardson.RobinH@epa.gov>,
Susan Lent <slent@AKINGUMP.COM>

Subject: Re: Mayor of Houston DC Visit

Thanks so much Mr. Kirkland,

I believe we are set up a time with EPA at 5:15pm.

Susan can confirm but that's what we have scheduled as of right now.
Thanks again,

bk

Sent from my iPhone

Bill Kelly

Director of Government Relations

Mayor’s Office, City of Houston

332.393.0805
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On Mar 27, 2017, at 10:19 AM, Kirkland, William H. EOP/WHO

EOP/Ex. 6 wrote:

Don,

Thanks for the help. T have cc’ed Bill Kelly from the Mayor’s team who will be able
to offer more details on the times they will be available while in town tomorrow.

Thanks,

Billy Kirkland
Special Assistant to the President

Deputy Director, Intergovernmental Affairs

EOP/Ex. 6

EOP/EX. 6 | office

 EOP/Ex. 6 cell
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To: Bangerter, Layne[bangerter.layne@epa.gov]
From: Benton, Donald

Sent: Wed 3/22/2017 12:07:22 PM

Subject: Re: Congressional Oversight

This is code. Tell him you have no question but COS has overridden my direct/his direct
command. They don't want it in email.

Sent from my iPad

On Mar 21, 2017, at 6:12 PM, Bangerter, Layne <bangerter.layne(@epa.gov> wrote:

Do you know this John? I really don't know what he's asking about but I will call him.
Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Moran, John S. EOP/WHO" < EOP/Ex. 6
Date: March 21, 2017 at 5:56:50 PM EDT

To: "Bangerter.layne@epa.gov" <Bangerter.layne(@epa.gov>
Cc: "Epstein, Daniel Z. EOP/WHO" < EOP/Ex. 6
Subject: Congressional Oversight

Layne,
I understand you have a question about congressional oversight. Feel free to call me.
My cell (below) is the surest way to reach me. 1 will be tied up tomorrow morning but

am available now or tomorrow afternoon.

Regards,

John S. Moran

Associate Counsel to the President

EOP/EX. 6 /(w)

' EOP/Ex. 6 [©)
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To: Flynn, Matthew J. EOP/WHO EOP/Ex. 6
Cc: Bangerter, Layne[bangerter.layne@epa.gov]

From: Benton, Donald

Sent: Tue 3/21/2017 8:08:39 PM

Subject: correspondence

As we discussed. Byron Brown (administratively appointed counsel from Inhofe’s staff) and
Ryan Jackson the COS told Tate Bennett (administratively appointed head of OCIR) and she has
told staff and they are preparing responses as we speak.

Layne is seeking direction. His email is Bangerter.layne(@epa.gov

PS: Please mark me as present for todays meeting as I have nothing else to report.

Don

Senator Don Benton

Senior White House Advisor
Office of the Administrator

202.564.4711
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To: Bowles, Jack[Bowles.Jack@epa.gov]

Cc: Bangerter, Layne[bangerter.layne@epa.gov]

From: Benton, Donald

Sent: Mon 3/6/2017 11:57:13 PM

Subject: RE: Request from Michigan Governor Snyder for Meeting with Administrator Pruitt on March

Jack, Already on this and the Admin’s scheduler. I will loop you in if confirmed.
Thanks,

Don

Don

Senator Don Benton

Senior White House Advisor
Office of the Administrator

202.564.4711

From: Bowles, Jack

Sent: Monday, March 6, 2017 5:41 PM

To: Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO! EOP/Ex. 6

Cc: Benton, Donald <benton. donald@epa gov>; Bangerter, Layne <bangerter. layne@epa gov>
Subject: RE: Request from Michigan Governor Snyder for Meeting with Administrator Pruitt on
March 15

Hi Doug,

Thanks for the heads up on Governor Snyder’s visit. We are checking on the Administrator’s

ED_001612_00008846-00001



schedule and will reach out to Bill McBride.

Also copied here is Layne Bangerter, EPA’s new Deputy Associate Administrator for
Intergovernmental Relations.

Best Regards,

Jack Bowles
Director of State & Local Relations
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

202-564-3657 (office) | 202-306-5196 (mobile)

From: Hoelscher, Douglas .. EOP/WHO! EOP/Ex. 6
Sent: Monday, March 06, 2017 4:24 PM

To: Benton, Donald <benton.donald@epa.gov>; Gunn, Ashley L. EOP/WHO

EOP/Ex. 6 | Flynn, Matthew J. EOP/WHO

EOP/Ex. 6 ; Mashburn, John K. EOP/WHO
EOP/Ex. 6 : Bowles, Jack <Bowles.Jack f’a,sgm.ﬂm>
Cc: Johnson, Julia B. EOP/WHO! EOP/Ex. 6

Subject: Request from Michigan Governor Snyder for Meeting Wlth Administrator Pruitt on
March 15
Importance: High
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Hi Team EPA and Team Cabinet Affairs,

Governor Snyder (R, MI) will be in Washington D.C. on Wednesday, March 15 and has
available time from 2:00-5:00 p.m. for meetings.

He is interested in meeting with EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt, specifically on the following
topics:

o [LILILLIL) County Road 595 in Marquette, Michigan
o | LI Discussion of Flint water issues

o [ITICICT1 Discussion of Great Lakes water issues. (Governor Snyder is Chair of Council of
Great Lakes Governors)

Can you have a member of the EPA team reach out to the Michigan team and if a meeting is not
possible during proposed window, explore setting up a phone call in the near future. Please
update us on meeting request outcome.

*Julia — please log.

Sincerely,

Doug Hoelscher

Michigan Staff Point of Contact:

Bill McBride

Director
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State of Michigan Washington D.C. Office
444 North Capitol Street N.W. Suite 411
Washington D.C. 20001

202-624-5840

mcbrideb@michigan.gov

www.michican.gov

ED_001612_00008846-00004



To: Grantham, Nancy[Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov]

Cc: Richardson, RobinH[Richardson.RobinH@epa.gov]; Bangerter,
Layne[bangerter.layne@epa.gov]
From: Benton, Donald

Sent: Wed 3/15/2017 1:23:26 PM
Subject: Fwd: EPA - Flint

Nancy, can you or Robin or Layne reach out.
Thanks,Don

Sent from my iPad

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO"| EOP/Ex. 6

Date: March 15,2017 at 9:01:45 AM EDT
To: "Benton, Donald" <benton.donald@epa.gov>

Cc: "McGinley, William J. EOP/WHO" | EOP/Ex. 6 "Flynn,
Matthew J. EOP/WHO"! EOP/Ex. 6 , "Gunn, Ashley L. EOP/WHO"
| EOPJEx. 6 I"'Mashburn, John K. EOP/WHO"
EOP/Ex. 6 \"Clark, Justin R. EOP/WHQO"
EOP/Ex. 6 , "Kirkland, William H. EOP/WHOQO"
EOP/Ex. 6 '

Subject: RE: EPA -- Flint

Can someone from EPA team please reach out to Gov. Snyder's comms team directly to

coordinate before release please?

I'll give DC contact for Snyder a heads-up this is possible.

From: Benton, Donald [mailto:benton.donald@epa.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, March 15, 2017 8:40 AM

To: Hoelscher, Douglas L.. EOP/WHO | EOP/Ex. 6
Cc: McGinley, William J. EOP/WHO < EOP/Ex. 6 >; Flynn,
Matthew J. EOP/WHO | EOP/Ex. 6 - Gilifin; ASRIey .. EOP/WHO
EOP/Ex. 6 ‘Mashburn, John K. EOP/WHO
EOP/Ex. 6 {Clark, Justin R. EOP/WHO
EOP/Ex. 6 b Kirkland, William H. EOP/WHO
EOPJ/Ex. 6

| Subject: Re: EPA -- Flint

The funding is approved. Region 5 EPA Administrator Bob Kaplan will sign final
authorization tomorrow or Friday. Press release from EPA imminent. [ hoped to attend
CAFE event in Detroit with POTUS today, but never got a response to the request.
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Don

Sent from my iPad

On Mar 15, 2017, at 8:30 AM, Hoelsche_r, Douglas L. EOP/WHO
EOP/Ex. 6 wrote:

Hi all,

POTUS will be having quick meetings with both Gov. Snyder and Mayor of Flint
today -- is there any update on this front or is it safe to say that no Flint related funding
announcement will happen today?

Sincerely,

Doug

From: Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO

Sent: Tuesday, March 14, 2017 3:38 PM

To: McGinley, William J. EOP/WHO + EOP/Ex. 6 - Flynn,
Matthew J. EOP/WHO | EOP/Ex.6 'Gunn, Ashley L.

EOP/WHO EOP/Ex. 6 : Mashburn, John K. EOP/WHO
EOP/Ex. 6 , 'Benton, Donald' <benton.donald@epa.gov>

Cc: 3 EOP/Ex. 6

Subject: EPA -- Flint

Hi Team Cabinet Affairs and Don -- has a decision on below been made and if so, has
any coordination been made with the state by EPA? This is high-profile issue that the
previous administration played politics on so I want to make sure there are no
surprises with state leaders especially given governor will see POTUS tomorrow.

Probably easier to discuss further via phone.
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Thanks,

Doug

1. EPA - An Award of $100 million Must Be Made by EPA to Flint, Michigan by
THIS Friday March 17 - this is required by statute, under the Water Infrastructure
Improvements for the Nation (WIIN) Act, Public Law No: 114-322, passed in

December 2016.
Is this being coordinated with POTUS trip to MI on Wednesday?
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To: James Ogsbury[jogsbury@westgov.org]

Cc: Hale, Michelle[hale.michelle@epa.gov]; Richardson, RobinH[Richardson.RobinH@epa.gov];
Hoelscher, Douglas[Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov]; Bangerter, Layne[bangerter.layne@epa.gov]
From: Benton, Donald

Sent: Fri 2/24/2017 2:23:09 PM

Subject: RE: WGA Breakfast Meeting | Sunday, February 26 | U.S. EPA Headquarters [WARNING:
DKIM validation failed]

Jim,

As you know this request was accepted prior to Mr. Pruitt’s confirmation and we did not see the
agenda until this morning, therefore he has some conflicting commitments.

He is very happy to make opening welcome remarks and stay for as many of the Governor’s
remarks as possible, however he must depart at 8:05 am. He will however ask his COS to
participate in the Round table discussions.

Thank you for understanding and communicating this to the Governors.

Don

Senator Don Benton

Senior White House Advisor
Office of the Administrator

202.564.4711

From: James Ogsbury [mailto:jogsbury@westgov.org]

Sent: Thursday, February 23, 2017 7:25 PM

To: Benton, Donald <benton.donald@epa.gov>

Subject: WGA Breakfast Meeting | Sunday, February 26 | U.S. EPA Headquarters [WARNING:
DKIM validation failed]
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Don,

Per your request, attached please find an agenda for the WGA meeting at EPA this Sunday. [ am
also enclosing a list of attendees.

Jim Ogsbury

Executive Director

Western Governors’ Association
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To: Richardson, RobinH[Richardson.RobinH@epa.gov]; Bangerter,
Layne[bangerter.layne@epa.gov]; Jackson, Ryan[jackson.ryan@epa.gov]; Hale,
Michelle[hale.michelle@epa.gov]

From: Benton, Donald

Sent: Thur 2/23/2017 10:50:10 PM

Subject: FW: WGA Breakfast Meeting | Sunday, February 26 | U.S. EPA Headquarters

Agenda for our Breakfast here Sunday provided by the Western Gov. Assn.

We will need brief welcoming remarks for our boss.

Don

Senator Don Benton

Senior White House Advisor
Office of the Administrator

202.564.4711

From: Hoelscher, Douglas| Ex. 6

Sent: Thursday, February 23, 2017 5:08 PM

To: James Ogsbury <jogsbury@westgov.org>

Cec: Toni Vigil <tvigil@westgov.org>; Benton, Donald <benton.donald@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: WGA Breakfast Meeting | Sunday, February 26 | U.S. EPA Headquarters

Thanks Jim — If ok, I plan on attending just as an observer (back bench).

*Don — let me know if [ need to do anything to enter building.
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My title is Special Assistant to the President and Deputy Dir. of Intergovernmental Affairs.

Thanks,

Doug

From: James Ogsbury [mailto:jogsbury@westgov.org]

Sent: Thursday, February 23, 2017 3:49 PM

To: Hoelscher, Douglas < Ex. 6

Cc: Toni Vigil <tvigil@westgov.org>

Subject: WGA Breakfast Meeting | Sunday, February 26 | U.S. EPA Headquarters

Hi Doug,

Per our conversation and your request, attached please find an agenda for the WGA meeting at
EPA this Sunday. I am also enclosing a list of attendees.

Jim Ogsbury

Executive Director

Western Governors’ Association

ED_001612_00009217-00002



To: Bangerter, Layne[bangerter.layne@epa.gov]; Hannon, Arnita[Hannon.Arnita@epa.gov]
From: Benton, Donald

Sent: Wed 3/29/2017 8:06:31 PM

Subject: Fw: City of Taunton Peer Review Request

City of Taunton Ltr to Bangerter and Kirkland 3-29-17.pdf

Chapra_Statement on Taunton Wastewater Permit.pdf

Swanson Craig Temp Regime Mt HopeBay (3).pdf

Att 3 - Howes Letter on Taunton River 5-1-15.pdf

Layne and Arnita,

Please be sure that the City of Taunton's issue is resolved by the office of water. Let me
know if there is anything else that | need to do.

Thank you for your help in this matter,

Don

From: John Hall <jhali@hall-associates.com>

Sent: Wednesday, March 29, 2017 1:00 PM

To: William.h.kirkland. EOP/Ex. 6 Bangerter, Layne

Cc: thoye@taunton-ma.gov; Hannon, Arnita; Benton, Donald
Subject: City of Taunton Peer Review Request

Dear Messrs. Kirkland and Bangerter:

This correspondence is being transmitted at the request of Mayor Tom Hoye, City of Taunton.

The City of Taunton greatly appreciates your assistance in resolving their ongoing dispute with
USEPA. Attached please find a follow up action letter to that regard.

Your ongoing assistance in ensuring that EPA’s directive is technically justified, via an
independent peer review, is most appreciated.

The City looks forward to your timely action on this request.

Sincerely,
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John C. Hall

Hall & Associates

1620 | Street, NW, Suite 701
Washington, DC 20006
Phone: 202-463-1166

Fax: 202-463-4207

E-Mail: jhali@hall-associates.com

The information contained in this e-mail is confidential and intended only for use by the individual or entity named. If the reader of
this message is not the intended recipient, or the employee or agent responsible to deliver to the intended recipient, you are hereby
notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
communication in error, please immediately notify us by replying to this e-mail and destroying the original e-mail and any
attachments thereto.
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To: Hoelscher, Douglas] EOP/Ex. 6 i

From: Benton, Donald

Sent: Fri 2/24/2017 3:09:47 PM

Subject: RE: WGA Breakfast Meeting | Sunday, February 26 | U.S. EPA Headquarters [WARNING:
DKIM validation failed]

Thanks Doug

Don

Senator Don Benton

Senior White House Advisor
Office of the Administrator

202.564.4711

From: Hoelscher, Douglas [ EOP/Ex. 6

Sent: Friday, February 24, 2017 9:28 AM

To: Benton, Donald <benton.donald@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: WGA Breakfast Meeting | Sunday, February 26 | U.S. EPA Headquarters
[WARNING: DKIM validation failed]

This sounds completely reasonable.

From: Benton, Donald [mailto:benton.donald@epa.gov]

Sent: Friday, February 24, 2017 9:23 AM

To: James Ogsbury <jogsbury(@westgov.org>

Cc: Hale, Michelle <hale.michelle@epa.gov>; Richardson, RobinH
<Richardson.RobinH@epa.gov>; Hoelscher, Douglas 1 EOP/Ex. 6
Bangerter, Layne <bangerter.layne@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: WGA Breakfast Meeting | Sunday, February 26 | U.S. EPA Headquarters
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[WARNING: DKIM validation failed]

Jim,

As you know this request was accepted prior to Mr. Pruitt’s confirmation and we did not see the
agenda until this morning, therefore he has some conflicting commitments.

He is very happy to make opening welcome remarks and stay for as many of the Governor’s
remarks as possible, however he must depart at 8:05 am. He will however ask his COS to
participate in the Round table discussions.

Thank you for understanding and communicating this to the Governors.

Don

Senator Don Benton

Senior White House Advisor
Office of the Administrator

202.564.4711

From: James Ogsbury [mailto:jogsbury@westgov.org]

Sent: Thursday, February 23, 2017 7:25 PM

To: Benton, Donald <benton.donald@epa.gov>

Subject: WGA Breakfast Meeting | Sunday, February 26 | U.S. EPA Headquarters [WARNING:
DKIM validation failed]
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Don,

Per your request, attached please find an agenda for the WGA meeting at EPA this Sunday. I am
also enclosing a list of attendees.

Jim Ogsbury

Executive Director

Western Governors’ Association
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To: Hoelscher, Douglas]; EOP/Ex. 6
From: Benton, Donald
Sent: Fri 2/24/2017 12:41:55 PM

Subject: RE: WGA Breakfast Meeting | Sunday, February 26 | U.S. EPA Headquarters

Don is fine.

Don

Senator Don Benton

Senior White House Advisor

Office of the Administrator

202.564.4711

From: Hoelscher, Douglas [ EOP/Ex. 6

Sent: Thursday, February 23, 2017 6:06 PM

To: Benton, Donald <benton.donald@epa.gov>

Cc: Hale, Michelle <hale.michelle@epa.gov>; Groen, Stephanie <stephanie.groen@iowa.gov>
Subject: RE: WGA Breakfast Meeting | Sunday, February 26 | U.S. EPA Headquarters

Hi Donald — I believe so, but please confirm directly with Stephanie Groen (ccd) — her cell is

Personal Phone/Ex. 6

What number can Stephanie call?

Thanks,

Doug
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From: Benton, Donald [mailto:benton.donald@epa.gov]

Sent: Thursday, February 23, 2017 5:51 PM

To: Hoelscher, Douglas < EOP/Ex. 6

Cc: Hale, Michelle <hale.michelle(@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: WGA Breakfast Meeting | Sunday, February 26 | U.S. EPA Headquarters

Doug,

Are Midwest governors confirmed for 2:30 tomorrow. Please connect with Michele Hale (copied
here) to confirm.

Thanks,

Don

Senator Don Benton

Senior White House Advisor
Office of the Administrator

202.564.4711

From: Hoelscher, Douglas; EOP/Ex. 6
Sent: Thursday, February 23, 2017 5:08 PM
To: James Ogsbury <jogsbury@westgov.org>

Cc: Toni Vigil <tvigil@westgov.org>; Benton, Donald <benton.donald@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: WGA Breakfast Meeting | Sunday, February 26 | U.S. EPA Headquarters

Thanks Jim — If ok, I plan on attending just as an observer (back bench).
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*Don — let me know if [ need to do anything to enter building.

My title is Special Assistant to the President and Deputy Dir. of Intergovernmental Affairs.

Thanks,

Doug

From: James Ogsbury [mailto:jogsbury@westgov.org]

Sent: Thursday, February 23, 2017 3:49 PM

To: Hoelscher, Douglas 1 EOPJ/Ex. 6

Cc: Toni Vigil <tvigil@wesfgov.org>

Subject: WGA Breakfast Meeting | Sunday, February 26 | U.S. EPA Headquarters

Hi Doug,

Per our conversation and your request, attached please find an agenda for the WGA meeting at
EPA this Sunday. I am also enclosing a list of attendees.

Jim Ogsbury

Executive Director

Western Governors’ Association
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To: Uli, Gabriella M. EOP/WHO EOP/Ex. 6

From: Benton, Donald
Sent: Tue 2/21/2017 10:17:37 PM
Subject: RE: cabinet affairs mtg

Thanks

Don

Senator Don Benton

Senior White House Advisor
Office of the Administrator

202.564.4711

From: Uli, Gabriella M. EOP/WHO | EOP/Ex. 6

Sent: Tuesday, February 21, 2017 2:02 PM
To: Benton, Donald <benton.donald@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: cabinet affairs mtg

That is alright. I will mark you as present with no update.

I will circle back with a time for you and John to connect.

Thanks

From: Benton, Donald [mailto:benton.donald@epa.gov]
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Sent: Tuesday, February 21, 2017 1:57 PM
To: Uli, Gabriella M. EOP/WHO < EOP/Ex. 6
Subject: RE: cabinet affairs mtg

Same number? I called at 1:20 exactly and was told I was the only one on the line. s there a new
or different number.

I had nothing to report on the call but do need to speak with John if he can sometime after 3pm
Thanks,

Don

Don

Senator Don Benton

Senior White House Advisor
Office of the Administrator

202.564.4711

From: Uli, Gabriella M. EOP/WHO | EOP/Ex. 6
Sent: Tuesday, February 21, 2017 1:52 PM

To: Benton, Donald <benton.donald@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: cabinet affairs mtg

Don, I suppose you were not on when they did roll call. Matt is finishing up the last group now if
you want to join them.
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From: Benton, Donald [mailto:benton.donald@epa.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, February 21, 2017 1:46 PM

To: Uli, Gabriella M. EOP/WHO | EOP/Ex. 6

Subject: cabinet affairs mtg
Importance: High

Is cabinet affairs call cancelled or is there a new dial in number?
Thanks,

Don

Been on call for 15 but no one else is ther?

Don

Senator Don Benton

Senior White House Advisor
Office of the Administrator

202.564.4711
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To: Mashburn, John K. EOP/WHO] EOP/Ex. 6

From: Benton, Donald
Sent: Tue 2/28/2017 4:31:13 PM
Subject: WOTUS EO

Is the President signing WOTUS EO today at 1:30?

Don

Senator Don Benton

Senior White House Advisor
Office of the Administrator

202.564.4711
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To: sean.e.doocey EOP/Ex. 6
From: Benton, Donald

Sent: Mon 2/27/2017 10:21:37 PM

Subject: Additional opportunities

Sean, Left you a voice mail today referencing our discussion on Friday.
Thanks,

Don

Don

Senator Don Benton

Senior White House Advisor
Office of the Administrator

202.564.4711
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To: Mashburn, John K. EOP/WHOI! EOP/Ex. 6
From: Benton, Donald

Sent: Mon 2/27/2017 10:19:21 PM

Subject: RE: Letter to the President of the United States

John, I will be available on my cell phone and need to go to an off campus meeting. If POTUS
does not postpone the WOTUS EO, I would really appreciate being there for the signing.

Gabriella has all my vitals as well as you in my earlier email. Please let me know if it is on and
when.

Thanks,

Don

Senator Don Benton

Senior White House Advisor
Office of the Administrator

202.564.4711

From: Mashburn, John K. EOP/WHO [mailto EOP/Ex. 6
Sent: Sunday, February 26, 2017 3:37 PM

To: Benton, Donald <benton.donald@epa.gov>

Subject: FW: Letter to the President of the United States

Don — can you have the appropriate person reach out?

From: Hoelscher, Douglas
Sent: Sunday, February 26, 2017 3:26 PM
To: Mashburn, John K. EOP/WHO < EOP/Ex. 6 » Gunn, Ashley L.
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EOP/WHO < EOP/Ex. 6 >: Flynn, Matthew
? EOP/Ex. 6 i

.Cc: Clark, Justin R. EOP/WHO - | EOP/Ex. 6 i Johnson, Julia B. EOP/WHO

EO P /EX 6 Cramer, Drew W. EOP/NSC

Subject: FW: Letter to the President of the United States

Hi Team Cabinet Affairs — would you be willing to relay below to Team EPA and ask that they
reach out to CA Governor Brown’s Executive Secretary (their COS equivalent) this week?

Deliberative Process Privilege/Ex.

*Julia (please log).

*ccing Drew in NSC ops for transparency too.

Sincerely,

Thanks,

Doug

From: Nancy McFadden [mailto:Nancy.McFadden@gov.ca.gov]
Sent: Friday, February 24,2017 1:34 PM
To: 'Justin.Clark( EOP/Ex. 6
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Cc: Hoelscher, Douglas < EOP/Ex. 6 : Katie Wheeler Mathews
<katie.wheelermathews@wdc.ca.gov>
Subject: Letter to the President of the United States

Justin and Doug,

Thank you again for moving so quickly on the Emergency Declaration for Oroville Dam. We
are continuing to focus on short and long term actions to deal with Oroville as well as other
infrastructure issues arising from the recent storms. Along those lines, the Governor is
submitting for consideration a list of projects in need of expedited environmental review under
your Executive Order 13766 (letters attached). In addition, we are making requests of several
federal agencies for some specific actions on dam safety (those letters are also attached).

One other thing: the Governor (and I) unfortunately will not be coming east for the NGA
meeting and the dinner with the President this weekend. Too much is going on here in
California. We may be coming to Washington D.C. in March and, if so, I will let you know. Id
like to arrange some meetings with the Administration at that time.

Please let me know if you have any questions or need anything else.

Regards, Nancy

Nancy McFadden
Executive Secretary

Office of the Governor

Personal Phone/Ex. 6
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nancy.mcfadden@gov.ca.gov
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To: Uli, Gabriella M. EOP/WHO[ EOP/Ex. 6
From: Benton, Donald !
Sent: Wed 2/22/2017 7:20:42 PM
Subject: RE: cabinet affairs mtg

Thank you, I am happy to connect with them As I know you are swamped. Is there someone
there I can connect with? Did you send the vitals to SS?

Don

Senator Don Benton

Senior White House Advisor
Office of the Administrator

202.564.4711

From: Uli, Gabriella M. EOP/WHO! EOPJ/Ex. 6
Sent: Wednesday, February 22,2017 2:19 PM

To: Benton, Donald <benton.donald@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: cabinet affairs mtg

Hi Don,

I have passed your message on to operations. I will be unavailable on Saturday due assisting with
upcoming cabinet affairs events. Let me know if you don’t hear back by the end of the day and
I’1l follow-up.

Thanks
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From: Benton, Donald [mailto:benton.donald@epa.gov]

Sent: Wednesday, February 22, 2017 2:01 PM

To: Uli, Gabriella M. EOP/WHO
Subject: RE: cabinet affairs mtg

Gabriella,

EOP/Ex. 6

I know you are very busy but wanted to check on any progress on the family visit to the WH this

coming Saturday?

Don

Senator Don Benton

Senior White House Advisor
Office of the Administrator

202.564.4711
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To: Hoelscher, Douglas EOP/Ex. 6 |

Cc: Hale, Michelle[hale.michelle@epa.gov]; Groen, Stephame[stephame groen@iowa.gov]
From: Benton, Donald

Sent: Tue 2/21/2017 6:38:44 PM

Subject: RE: Meeting with Administrator Pruitt

We have them scheduled for Friday, 2/24 at 2:30 pm for one hour. We are holding the 3:30 slot
and 4:00 slot for the Governors of Guam and Texas respectively.

Don

Senator Don Benton

Senior White House Advisor
Office of the Administrator

202.564.4711

From: Hoelscher, Douglas [mailto; EOP/Ex. 6 ]

Sent: Tuesday, February 21, 2017 1:29 PM

To: Benton, Donald <benton.donald@epa.gov>

Cc: Hale, Michelle <hale.michelle@epa.gov>; Groen, Stephanie <stephanie.groen@iowa.gov>
Subject: RE: Meeting with Administrator Pruitt

Importance: High

Hi Don — looping in Stephanie Groen — Stephanie — can you please coordinate directly with the
EPA team on the four Midwestern governors and provide them what they need?

Thanks,

Doug
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From: Benton, Donald [mailto:benion.donald@epa.gov]

Sent: Tuesday, February 21, 2017 10:42 AM

To: Hoelscher, Douglas < EOP/Ex. 6 >
Cc: Hale, Michelle <hale.michelle@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: Meeting with Administrator Pruitt

Lock down 2:30 here at EPA. Need full names to clear though our security.

Working on appts for Texas and Guam later in day...say 3:30 and 4:00pm.

Don

Senator Don Benton

Senior White House Advisor
Office of the Administrator

202.564.4711

From: Hoelscher, Douglas [mailio:] EOP/Ex. 6
Sent: Tuesday, February 21, 2017 9:05 AM

To: Benton, Donald <benton.donald@epa.gov>

Cc: Groen, Stephanie <stephanie.groen@iowa.gov>
Subject: RE: Meeting with Administrator Pruitt

Hi Don — | believe they are all available still — looping in Stephanie Groen via cc line also as she
can help coordinate.

Sincerely,
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-Doug

From: Benton, Donald [maiito:benton.donald@epa.gov]

Sent: Tuesday, February 21, 2017 8:49 AM

To: Hoelscher, Douglas < EOP/Ex. 6 >
Subject: RE: Meeting with Administrator Pruitt

Doug,

Getting conflicting messages. Scott will meet with Midwestern Governors here at 2:30 as
requested. Are the four of them still available. We could do it at 3:00 also.

Don

Senator Don Benton

Senior White House Advisor
Office of the Administrator

202.564.4711

From: Hoelscher, Douglas [mailto; EOP/Ex. 6
Sent: Monday, February 20, 2017 6:01 PM

To: Benton, Donald <benton.donald@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: Meeting with Administrator Pruitt

Thanks Don — | think it would be a good message point for you all that you met with Midwestern
governors — the relationships with the previous administration was rocky — especially due to
WOTUS and the Obama team backing away from the RFS...
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From: Benton, Donald [mailto:benton.donald@epa.gov]

Sent: Monday, February 20, 2017 5:47 PM

To: Hoelscher, Douglas < EOP/Ex. 6
Subject: RE: Meeting with Administrator Pruitt

Working on making this happen. Will confirm with Stephanie tomorrow.

Don

Don

Senator Don Benton

Senior White House Advisor
Office of the Administrator

202.564.4711

AR By,

From: Hoelscher, Douglas [mailto:] EOPJEX. 6 ]

Sent: Monday, February 20, 2017 2:07 PM

To: Groen, Stephanie <stephanie.groen@iowa.gov>

Cc: Benton, Donald <benton.donald@epa.gov>; Mashbum, John K.| | EOP/Ex. 6 |

< EOP/Ex. 6 +: Johnson, Julia B.., EOP/Ex.6

< EOP/EX. 6 Flynn Matthew < EOP/EX. 6 >
Subject: RE: Meeting with Admlnlstrator Pruitt

Hi Stephanie,

ED_001612_00019449-00004



| just talked to Don Benton who is the senior advisor for Administrator Pruitt at EPA (he is ccd).
The Senate has not yet confirmed the DOE and USDA nominees, but thankfully they have

approved Administrator Pruitt at EPA.

*Don — can you and your team work with Stephanie Groen with Gov. Branstad’s team to try to
find a time that works for the Administrator to meet with below grouping of governors?

Midwest Governors:
Branstad (lA), Ricketts (NE), Holcomb (IN), Dayton (MN)

Thanks for your help.

Sincerely,

Doug

From: Groen, Stephanie [mailto:stephanie.groen@iowa.qov]

Sent: Monday, February 20, 2017 12:34 PM .

To: Hoelscher, Douglas < EOP/Ex. 6 >: Davis, Anna
<ADavis@NGA.ORG> <adavis@nga.org>

Subject: Meeting with Administrator Pruitt

Doug and Anna,

I would like to check in on the status of the request that lowa has made for a meeting of
Midwestern Governors with the new Secretaries of the Dept. of Energy, the EPA, and USDA for

this Friday, February 24.
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Seeing as only one of those has been confirmed and there is now a lunch at the Vice President's
Residence, I would like to amend the request.

Would Administrator Pruitt be available to meet with Governor Branstad and Lt. Governor
Reynolds on Friday, February 24 from 2:30-3:30 at the JW Marriott?

Thank you for your consideration of this request.

Best,

Stephanie

Stephanie Groen | Acting Director of State-Federal Relations
Office of the Governor, State of lowa
Gov. Terry Branstad & Lt. Gov. Kim Reynolds

202.624.5442 | stephanie.groen@iowa.qov

WWW.governor.iowa.gov

www ltgovernor.iowa.gov
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To: Ericksen, Douglericksen.doug@epa.gov]
From: Benton, Donald

Sent: Mon 2/27/2017 9:56:08 PM

Subject: FW: Budget

Budget Background.docx

Don

Senator Don Benton

Senior White House Advisor
Office of the Administrator
202.564.4711

————— Original Message-—--

From: McGinley, William J. EOP/WHO | EOP/EXx. 6

Sent: Monday, February 27, 2017 12:05 PM

To: McGinley, William J. EOP/WHO < EOP/Ex. 6
Cc: Anderson, Jessica C. EOP/OMB + EOP/Ex. 6 >

Subject: OMB: Budget
All -

This morning, President Trump made a statement on the budget in which he outlined some of the
priorities for OMB Director Mulvaney to take into account as he and the agency put together the
upcoming budget. You and your agency comms staff will likely receive an influx of questions as the
"Passback" process of budget negotiations begins to take place today. See attached for a background
document which outlines some of the hard work we have to do. The top line talking points in this
document will help you answer any questions as the media examines the administration's priorities of
trimming the national debt, taking care of veterans, and funding the administration's national security
objectives. As always, if you have any questions, please feel free to reach out to us.

Best,
Bill

William J. McGinley
Cabinet Secretary
The White House

EOP/Ex. 6
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Budget Background

Top Talkers

e Under President Obama the national debt grew by 88 percent, from $10.6 billion on January
20, 2009, to $19.9 billion on January 19, 2017.

e In 2017, every child born in America inherits over $60,000 in debt on average, up from $30,000
in 2009.

e Under President Obama, the United States saw 8 of the 10 highest deficits in our country’s
history.

e Under President Obama, government outlays grew from $2.982 trillion in 2008 to $3.854 frillion
in 2016.

¢ Under President Obama, both houses only passed a budget signed into law one time in eight
years.

BACKGROUND RESEARCH

The Debt Exploded Under President Obama

Under President Obama The National Debt Grew By 88 Percent, From $10.6 Billion On January
20, 2009, To $199 Billion On January 19, 2017. (Department of the Treasury, Accessed 2/18/17)

. $93 Billion Was Added To The National Debt Under Obama. (Depariment of the Treasury, Accessed
2/18/17)

In 2017, EVEI’y Child Born Inherits Over $60,000 In Debt. (Department of the Treasury, United States Census Bureau,
Accessed 2/18/17)

¢ In February, 2017, The Population Of The United States Was Estimated To Be
324,463,01 7. (United States Census Bureau, Accessed 2/20/17)

. On February 16, 2017, The Total Public Debt Was $19,926,581,166,878.36. (Dcpartment of the

In 2009, EVEI’y Child Born Inherited Over $30,000 In Debt. (Department of the Treasury, United States Census Bureau,
Accessed 2/18/17)

e In July 2009, The Population Of The United States Was Estimated To Be 306,771,529.

(United States Census Bureau, Accessed 2/18/17)

« In July 2009, The Total Public Debt Was $11,518,472,742,288.00. (Department of the Treasury,
Accessed 2/18/17)

President Obama Oversaw Huge Deficits And Government Qutlays

President Obama’s 8 Years In Office Were 8 Of The Ten Highest Deficits Since World War II.
(White House Office Of Management And Budget, Accessed 2/18/17)

. The Biggest Deficit In The History Of The United States Was $1.413 Trillion In 2009. (it

House Office Of Management And Budget, Accessed 2/18/17)

e The Second Biggest Deficit In The History Of The United States Was $1.3 Trillion In
2011. (white House Office Of Management And Budget, Accessed 2/18/17)

e The Third Biggest Deficit In The History Of The United States Was $1.294 Trillion In
2010. (White House Office Of Management And Budget, Accessed 2/18/17)
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e The Fourth Biggest Deficit In The History Of The United States $1.087 Trillion In 2012.
(White House Office Of Management And Budget, Accessed 2/18/17)

e The Fifth Biggest Deficit In The History Of The United States Was $679.5 Billion In 2013.

(White House Office Of Management And Budget, Accessed 2/18/17)

e The Sixth Biggest In The History Of The United States Is Estimated To Be $615.8 Billion
In 2016. (White House Office Of Management And Budget, Accessed 2/18/17)

e The Seventh Biggest Deficit In The History Of The United States Was $484.6 Billion In
2014. (white House Office Of Management And Budget, Accessed 2/18/17)

e The Ninth Biggest Deficit In The History Of The United States Was $438.4 Billion In 2015.
(White House Office Of Management And Budget, Accessed 2/18/17)

President Obama Grew Government Outlays By $871.6 Billion, From $2.982 Trillion In 2008 To
$3854 Trillion In 2016. (White House Office Of Management And Budaet, Accessed 2/18/17)

. In 2016, President Obama Oversaw $3.951 Trillion In Government Outlays. (white House Office
Of Management And Budget, Accessed 2/18/17)

In 2015, President Obama Oversaw $3.688 Trillion In Government Outlays. (white House Office
Of Management And Budget, Accessed 2/18/17)

e

- In 2014, President Obama Oversaw $3.506 Trillion In Government Outlays. (white House Ofiice
Of Management And Budget, Accessed 2/18/17)

In 2013, President Obama Oversaw $3.455 Trillion In Government Outlays. (white House Office
Of Management And Budget, Accessed 2/18/17)

i®

In 2012, President Obama Oversaw $3.537 Trillion In Government Outlays. (white House Office
Of Management And Budget, Accessed 2/18/17)

e

- In 2011, President Obama Oversaw $3.603 Trillion In Government Outlays. (white House Ofiice
Of Management And Budget, Accessed 2/18/17)

In 2010, President Obama Oversaw $3.457 Trillion In Government Outlays. (white House Office
Of Management And Budget, Accessed 2/18/17)

i®

- In 2009, President Obama Oversaw $3.518 Trillion In Government Outlays. (white House Ofiice
Of Management And Budget, Accessed 2/18/17)

Spending And Deficits In President Obama’s Budgets

President Obama’s Original FY 2017 Budget Called For $4.147 Trillion In Government Outlays.
(The President’'s Budget For Fiscal Year 2017, White House Office Of Management And Budget, 2/9/16)

e President Obama’s Original FY 2017 Budget Called For $503 Billion In Government
Deficits. (The President's Budget For Fiscal Year 2017, White House Office Of Management And Budget, 2/9/16)

President Obama’s Original FY 2016 Budget Called For $3.999 Trillion In Government Outlays.
(The President’s Budget For Fiscal Year 2016, U.S. Government Publishing Office, 2/2/15)

e President Obama’s Original FY 2016 Budget Called For $474 Billion In Government
Deficits. (The President's Budget For Fiscal Year 2016, U.S. Government Publishing Office, 2/2/15)

President Obama’s Original FY 2015 Budget Called For $3.901 Trillion In Government Outlays.
(The President’s Budget For Fiscal Year 2015, U.S. Government Publishing Office, 3/4/14)

e President Obama’s Original FY 2015 Budget Called For $564 Billion In Government
Deficits. (The President's Budget For Fiscal Year 2015, U.S. Government Publishing Office, 3/4/14)

President Obama’s Original FY 2014 Budget Called For $3.778 Trillion In Government Outlays.
(The President’s Budget For Fiscal Year 2014, U.S. Government Publishing Office, 4/10/13)
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e President Obama’s Original FY 2014 Budget Called For $744 Billion In Government
Deficits. (The President's Budget For Fiscal Year 2014, U.S. Government Publishing Office, 4/10/13)

President Obama’s Original FY 2013 Budget Called For $3.803 Trillion In Government Outlays.
(The President’s Budget For Fiscal Year 2013, U.S. Government Publishing Office, 2/13/12)

e President Obama’s Original FY 2013 Budget Called For $901 Billion In Government
Deficits. (The President's Budget For Fiscal Year 2013, U.S. Government Publishing Office, 2/13/12)

President Obama’s Original FY 2012 Budget Calls For $3.729 Trillion In Government Outlays.
(The President’'s Budget For Fiscal Year 2012, U.S. Government Pubtlishing Office, 2/14/11)

e President Obama’s Original FY 2012 Budget Calls For $1.101 Trillion In Government
Deficits. (The President's Budget For Fiscal Year 2012, U.S. Government Publishing Office, 2/14/11)

President Obama’s Original FY 2011 Budget Calls For $3.834 Trillion In Government Outlays.
(The President’'s Budget For Fiscal Year 2011, U.S. Government Publishing Office, 2/1/10)

. President Obama’s FY 2011 Budget Calls For $1.267 Trillion In Government Deficits. (The
President’s Budget For Fiscal Year 2011, U.S. Government Publishing Office, 2/1/10)

President Obama’s Original FY 2010 Budget Calls For $3.552 Trillion In Government Outlays.
(The President’s Budget For Fiscal Year 2011, U.S. Government Publishing Office, 2/26/09)

e President Obama’s Original FY 2010 Budget Calls For $1.171 Trillion In Government
Deficits. (The President's Budget For Fiscal Year 2011, U.S. Government Publishing Office, 2/26/09)

President Obama Had A History Of Missing Budget Deadlines

By Virtue Of The Budget Act, The Deadline For A President To Submit A Budget Is The First
Monday In February. “The Budget Act requires that he submit a blueprint for taxes and spending by

the first Monday in February, but only once, in 2010, has he met that deadline.” (stephen Dinan, “Obama Misses
His 4th Budget Deadline,” The Washington Times, 2/4/13)

On February 26" 2009, President Obama Released His FY 2010 Budget Request, 24 Days After
The Deadline. (President Obama, Remarks By The President On The Fiscal Year 2010 Budget, Washington, D.C., 2/26/09)

e In 2009, The First Monday In February Was The 2",

On February 1%t 2010, President Obama Released His FY 2011 Budget Request, The Day Of The
Deadline. (Peter Orszag, “Introducing The 2011 Budget,” The White House Blog, 2/1/10)

¢ In 2010, The First Monday In February Was The 1°.

On February 14" 2011, President Obama Released His FY 2012 Budget Request, 7 Days After
The Deadline. (Jack Lew, “The 2012 Budget’ White House Office Of Management And Budget, 2/14/11)

¢ In 2011, The First Monday In February Was The 7™.

On February 1372012, President Obama Released His FY 2013 Budget Request, 7 Days After
The Deadline. effrey Zients, “The 2013 Budget,” The White House Blog, 2/13/12)

e 1In 2012, The First Monday In February Was The 6.

On April 10" 2013, President Obama Released His FY 2014 Budget Request, 65 Days After The
Deadline. (Colleen Curtis, “President Obama Sends Congress His Fiscal Year 2014 Budget,” The White House Blog, 4/10/13)

e In 2013, The First Monday In February Was The 4™,

On March 4™ 2014, President Obama Released His FY 2015 Budget Request, 28 Days After The

Deadline. (“Opportunity For All: Middle Class Tax Cuts In The President’s FY 2015 Budget,” The White House Office Of The Press Secretary,
3/4/14)

ED_001612_00019453-00003



e In 2014, The First Monday In February Was The 3™.

On February 2™ 2015, President Obama Released His FY 2016 Budget Request, The Day Of
The Deadline. (“Sequestration Order for Fiscal Year 2016,” The White House Office Of The Press Secretary, 2/2/15)

e In 2015, The First Monday In February Was The 2.

On February 9" 2016, President Obama Released His FY 2017 Budget Request, 8 Days After
The Deadline. white House Office Of Management And Budget, Accessed 1/131/17)

¢ 1In 2016, The First Monday In February Was The 1°.

Under Obama’s Leadership, The Democrat Led Congress Only Managed To Pass A
Budget in 2009

In 2009, Both Democrat Controlled Congress Passed A Budget Resolution. “The Democratically
controlled Congress yesterday easily approved a $3.4 trillion spending plan, setting the stage for
President Obama to pursue the first major overhaul of the nation's health-care system in a generation

along with other far-reaching domestic initiatives.” (Lore Montgomery, “Congress Approves Obama's $3.4 Trillion Spending
Blueprint,” The Washington Post, 4/30/09)

In 2015, The Republican Controlled Congress Passed A Budget Resolution For The First Time
Since 2009. “The GOP-led Congress Tuesday passed a full budget for the first time in years, laying
out a road map for domestic spending cuts so deep that Democrats dared Republicans to follow
through on them, predicting a swift voter backlash. If enacted, the cuts, combined with an improving
economy, could produce a balanced budget within a decade. The budget cleared the Senate on a 51-

48 vote Tuesday aﬁernoon, after passing in the House last week.” (Tom Howell Jr., “Congress Passes First Budget In 6
Years,” The Washington Times, 5/5/15)

President Trump Has Already Saved American’s $700 Million On A New Batch of F-35
Fighters

Lockheed Martin Credit President Trump With Helping To “Accelerate Negotiations” In The
Sale Of 90 New F-35 Fighters For $8.5 Billion, A $700 Million Savings Compared To The
Previous Batch. “Defense giant Lockheed Martin has agreed to sell 90 new F-35 fighter jets to the
US Defense Department for $8.5 billion -- a deal that amounts to more than $700 million in savings
over the last batch of aircraft delivered. Lockheed Martin credited President Donald Trump for helping
to ‘accelerate negotiations’ and ‘drive down the price’ of what is already the most expensive weapons
program in history.” (zachary Cohen, “Atter Trump Attack, Lockheed Martin Slashes F-35 Costs,” CNN, 2/4/17)
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To: matthew . flynn: EOP/Ex. 6

Cc: Hoelscher, Douglas} EOP/Ex. 6
Stephanie[stephanie.groen@iowa.gov]
From: Benton, Donald

Sent: Wed 2/22/2017 7:19:32 PM
Subject: FW: Governors meeting this Friday and Sunday morning

Thank you

Don

Senator Don Benton

Senior White House Advisor
Office of the Administrator

202.564.4711

From: Benton, Donald

Sent: Wednesday, February 22, 2017 1:48 PM

To: Hale, Michelle <hale.michelle@epa.gov>; Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov>; Flynn,
Mike <Flynn.Mike@epa.gov>; Reeder, John <Reeder.John@epa.gov>; Bangerter, Layne
<bangerter.layne@epa.gov>

Cc: Schnare, David <schnare.david@epa.gov>; Konkus, John <konkus.john@epa.gov>;
Ericksen, Doug <ericksen.doug@epa.gov>; Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>
Subject: Governors meeting this Friday and Sunday morning

Importance: High

Hello All,
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EPA will host a breakfast for Western Governors This Sunday at 7:00am here in the Green
Room. We expect Governors from our Regions 9, 10 (potentially others).

Just touched base with White House/WGA. Robin tells me WGA will send us a draft agenda in
the morning that includes the Administrator. Past agendas have been generic and will include a
Welcome from the Administrator as host, then turn it over to the WGA chair and co-chair, then
governors' round table, then informal discussion. And breakfast up front. We will get talking
points and the names attending for the Administrator by Friday morning Staff meeting.

This is a closed press event and a great opportunity to interact with an important group of
governors in an informal setting.

Since we have not had Senate confirmations of the Secretaries for Dol , DoE and USDA,
Cabinet participation won’t be what it has been in past years

- There will also be an opportunity for the Administrator if he wants it Sunday
Afternoon.

- National Governors Association Open “Office Hours” from 3:00pm — 4:30pm at the
JW Marriott where the Administrator would have opportunities for one-on-one discussions
or informal conversations with individual Governors.

With the Midwestern Governors coming here for private meetings with the Administrator
this Friday Afternoon at 2:30 (Iowa, Nebraska, Indiana, Minnesota) Mr. Pruitt may want to

forego the afternoon meeting at the hotel.

In addition, We are attempting to confirm requests from the Governor of Texas and the
Governor of Guam for a 3:30 and 4:pm meeting this Friday.

Thanks,

Don

Senator Don Benton

Senior White House Advisor
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Office of the Administrator

202.564.4711
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To: Mashburn, John K. EOP/WHC

EOP/Ex. 6

From: Benton, Donald
Sent: Tue 2/21/2017 3:45:24 PM
Subject: Daily report

John, Busy day with it being Scott’s first day in office. He is speaking at noon to the staff. [ will
try to make the call but the main thing we need is clear directive of my role and the BH team role

as we have been asking for some time.

Don

Senator Don Benton

Senior White House Advisor
Office of the Administrator

202.564.4711
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To: Charlie Costanzo[CCostanzo@americanwaterways.com]
Cc: Minoli, Kevin[Minoli.Kevin@epa.gov]

From: Benton, Donald

Sent: Mon 2/27/2017 4:19:27 PM

Subject: RE: Puget Sound NDZ [WARNING: DKIM validation failed]

Charlie,

Yes, we are required to recuse under the ethics rules. Does not mean that we cannot be
informed on the issue, just not involved in the resolution.

Please continue to keep me informed.

Don

Senator Don Benton

Senior White House Advisor
Office of the Administrator

202.564.4711

From: Charlie Costanzo [mailto:CCostanzo@americanwaterways.com]

Sent: Wednesday, February 22, 2017 12:37 PM

To: Benton, Donald <benton.donald@epa.gov>; doug.ericksen@leg.wa.gov

Cc: 'Clifford A. Webster (cwebster@carneylaw.com)' <cwebster@carneylaw.com>; Craig
Montesano <CMontesano@americanwaterways.com>

Subject: Puget Sound NDZ [WARNING: DKIM validation failed]

Importance: High

Greetings Senators Benton and Ericksen —
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Thank you so much for the quick action to get clarity on the NDZ status. As you saw, we
received a specific response from Michelle Pirzadeh yesterday evening that explained where
the agency stands.

As follow up, | wanted to confirm that you are both recusing yourselves from the NDZ issue
because it specifically involves Washington State. Please confirm that is the case and, if so, let
us know to whom at EPA we should direct our inquiries on this issue. I've heard from both Kevin
Minoli and Michelle Pirzadeh so I'm not sure who the main contact should be.

Please let me know when you have a moment. Thank you!

- Charlie

From: Minoli, Kevin [mailto:Minoli.Kevin@epa.gov]

Sent: Monday, February 20, 2017 7:42 PM

To: Charlie Costanzo <CCostanzo@americanwaterways.com>
Subject: Fw: Puget Sound NDZ [WARNING: DKIM validation failed]
Importance: High

Mr. Costanzo- Senator Benton forwarded your message to me as he and Senator
Ericksen are currently recusing themselves from specific matters that involve the State
of Washington. | will reach out to my colleagues and endeavor to have at least an initial
response to you on Tuesday, as | understand time is of the essence.

Thank you, Kevin

Kevin S. Minoli
Acting General Counsel
Office of General Counsel

US Environmental Protection Agency
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Office Line: 202-564-8040

Direct Dial: 202-564-5551

From: Charlie Costanzo [mailto:CCostanzo@americanwaterways.com]

Sent: Saturday, February 18, 2017 12:40 PM

To: Benton, Donald <benton.donald@epa.gov>; Ruff, Sandy <Sandy.Ruff@leg.wa.gov>;
doug.ericksen@leg.wa.gov

Cc: 'Clifford A. Webster (cwebster@carneylaw.com)' <cwebster@carneylaw.com>; 'Peter
Schrappen' <peter@nmta.net>; Doug Levy (Doug@outcomesbylevy.onmicrosoft.com)
<Doug@outcomesbylevy.onmicrosoft.com>; "Young, Tom' <Tom.Young@mail.house.gov>;
'colin.swanson@mail.house.goV' <colin.swanson@mail.house.gov>; 'James Tupper'
<tupper@tmw-law.com>; gwirtz@clia-nwc.com; 'Donna Spalding' <dspalding@clia-nwc.com>;
Lynn Muench <LMuench@americanwaterways.com>; Dorjets, Vlad| EOP/EXx. 6 |

EOP/Ex. 6 '

Subject: RE:'Puget Sound NDZ [WARNING: DKIM validation failed]

Importance: High

Dear Senators Ericksen and Benton:

| received the attached copy of the attached prepublication of the February 21 Federal Register
stating that EPA is moving ahead with a Final Affirmative Determination of the Puget Sound
NDZ.

As you might understand, this is extremely disappointing and surprising given that we
understood from several communications that the Determination would be subject to the
regulatory freeze authorized by President Trump’s January 20 directive.

At this point, we are wondering if anything can be done to hold this determination or roll it back
until former RA Dennis McLerran’s justification for determining the adequacy of pumpout
capacity in Puget Sound for commercial vessels can be fully understood and evaluated.

Your assistance is urgently requested.
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Thank you!

- Charlie

Charles P. Costanzo

Vice President — Pacific Region

The American Waterways Operators »
5315 22" Ave. NW

Seattle, WA 98107

www.americanwaterways.com

Waterways Operators

1yS.com

d barge industry is critically important to the

07,000 barges, the ...

over 4,000 tugboats and towboats and more than

(206) 257-4723 (Office)

! Personal Phone/Ex. 6 E{“M{)bﬂ@)

(866) 954-8481 (Fax)
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From: Charlie Costanzo

Sent: Wednesday, February 15, 2017 9:59 AM

To: 'benton.donald@epa.gov' <benton.donald@epa.gov>; Ruff, Sandy
<Sandy.Ruff@leg.wa.gov>; 'doug.ericksen@leg.wa.gov' <doug.ericksen@leg.wa.gov>
Cc: 'Clifford A. Webster (cwebster@carneylaw.com)' <cwebster@carneylaw.com>; 'Peter
Schrappen' <peter@nmta.net>; Doug Levy (Doug@outcomesbylevy.onmicrosoft.com)
<Doug@outcomesbylevy.onmicrosoft.com>

Subject: Puget Sound NDZ

Dear Senators Ericksen and Benton:

| write on behalf of The American Waterways Operators (AWOQ), the national trade association
for the tugboat and barge industry, to ask for your assistance rolling back the Puget Sound No-
Discharge Zone (NDZ), a badly misguided and procedurally-flawed joint regulatory proposal of
the Dept. of Ecology and the EPA. The policy would force vessel owners to abandon federally-
approved onboard sewage treatment systems despite the absence of scientific evidence to
suggest these systems harm the marine environment in any way. The policy would force vessel
owners to install holding tanks onboard the vessel and pump untreated sewage to a shore-
based treatment system. For my industry alone, the regulation would cost operators over $15
million and provide zero benefit to the environment.

On the evening before President Trump was inaugurated, EPA representatives called maritime
industry advocates to let them know that then-EPA administrator Dennis McLerran had signed a
determination that the capacity of shoreside facilities was sufficient to accommodate the
regulated community. The determination should be invalidated because there is exactly one
shoreside facility in all of Puget Sound (at the Port of Bellingham) that could even accommodate
a typical tugboat, fish processor, or small cruise vessel. McLerran’s determination was signed,
and shortly after the inauguration Senator Benton confirmed to Cliff that the determination was
subject to the President’s regulatory freeze declaration of January 20 and that it will not be
noticed in the Federal Register.

We are working to ensure that RA McLerran’s determination is never noticed and that the Puget
Sound NDZ, as promulgated by the Dept. of Ecology, is never implemented. It's bad policy and
we can articulate better ways that the industry and regulators can achieve water quality
improvement from onboard sewage treatment. We would love the opportunity to talk with you by
phone or in person about this issue. It's extremely important for the commercial and recreational
boating community in Washington State. It even impacts which out of state vessels can trade in
our waters.
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| am copying in several other maritime industry advocates who worked over a period of years to
persuade Ecology to adopt sensible NDZ policy for Puget Sound. They are Peter Schrappen of
the Northwest Marine Trade Association (NMTA), Doug Levy from the Recreational Boaters of
Washington, and Cliff Webster who works in Olympia for both AWO and NMTA. We have a
much larger coalition of maritime industry groups that engaged on this issue with Ecology to no
avail. | attach a letter that describes the coalition and our position. | also attach a letter from
Rep. Dave Reichert to EPA urging them to exercise caution on this issue. It appears that EPA
didn’t take the Congressman’s advice and instead opted for an 11" hour rulemaking.

Please let me know if you can find some time to meet with us or chat by phone. I'm happy to

accommodate your schedule however works best.

Thank you so much!

- Charlie Costanzo

Charles P. Costanzo

Vice President — Pacific Region

The American Waterways Operators s

5315 22" Ave. NW

Seattle, WA 98

107

www.americanwaterways.com

(206) 257-4723

Personal Phone/Ex. 6

(866) 954-8481

(Office)
(Mobile)

(Fax)
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To: Uli, Gabriella M. EOP/WHO! EOP/EXx. 6
From: Benton, Donald ’
Sent: Tue 2/21/2017 3:43:32 PM
Subject: RE: Need White House Credentials

Gabriella, I need the credentialing form. Christine has not yet sent it to me and the Administrator
is expecting to be in the WH tomorrow.

Don

Senator Don Benton

Senior White House Advisor
Office of the Administrator

202.564.4711

From: Uli, Gabriella M. EOP/WHO ! EOP/Ex. 6
Sent: Monday, February 20, 2017 5:10PM

To: Benton, Donald <benton.donald@epa.gov>

Cc: Murphy, Christine { EOP/Ex. 6

Subject: RE: Need White House Credentials

Hi Don,

We received the form pertaining to credentials late this afternoon. Christine will be sending the

form_to.von shortly Personal Security Detail/Ex. 6/Ex. 7C/Ex. TE/Ex. 7TF

Personal Security Detail/Ex. 6/Ex. 7C/Ex. TE/Ex. 7F
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Thanks,

Gabriella

From: Benton, Donald [mailto:benton.donald@epa.gov]

Sent: Monday, February 20, 2017 4:46 PM

To: Uli, Gabriella M. EOP/WHO <
Subject: Need White House Credentials

Gabriella,

EOP/Ex. 6

Please forward this request to whoever is responsible for WH credentials. The new
Administrator wants them asap as he is planning on going there on Wednesday

Pruitt Edward Scott
Tulsa OK

Benton Donald Mark
Vancouver WA

Thank you,
Don

Senator Don Benton

DOB/Ex. 6

DOBI/Ex. 6

Senior White House Advisor

Personal Matters/Ex. 6

US M

US M
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Office of the Administrator

202.564.4711
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To: Dankert, Charles M. EOP/OMB{; EOP/Ex. 6 - Schnare,
David[schnare.david@epa.gov] ‘

Cc: Campau, Anthony]| EOP/Ex. 6 i Peacock, Marcus C.
EOP/OMB] ; Williams, Michael B.

EOP/OMB] EOP/Ex. 6 |

From: Benton, Donald

Sent: Mon 2/27/2017 4:14:04 PM
Subject: RE: REGULATORY REVIEW

Charlie,

The new Administrator wants to review these and it is taking a bit longer than we expected.
Apologize, but we are working through them. We should see some movement this week on most
of them.

Thanks,

Don

Senator Don Benton

Senior White House Advisor
Office of the Administrator

202.564.4711

From: Dankert, Charles M. EOP/OMB [mailtcé EOP/Ex. 6
Sent: Friday, February 24, 2017 5:05 PM
To: Schnare, David <schnare.david@epa.gov>

Cc: Campau, Anthony 1 EOP/Ex. 6 ¢ Peacock, Marcus C. EOP/OMB
EO PIEX 6 Williams, Michael B. EOP/OMB
. -; Benton, Donald <benton.donald@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: REGULATORY REVIEW
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Hi David,

Where is your team in the review process? | know there are a lot of rules, when can we
expect feedback?

Thanks,

Charlie Dankert
EOP | OMB

C:. EOP/Ex. 6

From: Dankert, Charles M. EOP/OMB

Sent: Monday, February 20, 2017 3:15 PM

To: Benton, Donald <benton.donald(@epa.gov>; Schnare, David <schnare.david@epa.gov>
Cc: Campau, Anthony 5 EOP/Ex. 6 :; Peacock, Marcus C. EOP/OMB
EOP/Ex. 6 |

Subject: RE: REGULATORY REVIEW

FYTI: The rule highlighted in yellow and listed below was actually withdrawn by your agency so
it can be disregarded from this request. Thanks!

Revisions to Procedure 2-Quality Assurance Requirements for Particulate Matter Continuous
Emission Monitoring Systems at Stationary Sources

FR Document Number: 2016-27849
Publication Date: 11/21/2016
Scheduled Effective Date: 2/21/2017

Withdrawal Date: 2/15/2017
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FR Withdrawal Number: 2017-03063

From: Dankert, Charles M. EOP/OMB

Sent: Thursday, February 16,2017 5:03 PM

To: 'Benton, Donald' <benton.donald@epa.gov>; 'Schnare, David' <schnare.david@epa.gov>
Cc: Campau, Anthony <: EOP/Ex. 6 , Peacock, Marcus C. EOP/OMB
EOPJ/EX. 6

Subject: REGULATORY REVIEW

Don & David,

Below is a list of recently published regulatory, policy, and other administrative actions that need
review from your agency. Please work with your policy, legal, and regulatory teams to review
and recommend actions before COB on Thursday, February 23, We look forward to discussing
this further with you.

EPA Permit General < Final NPDES General Permit for Stormwater
Permit Discharges from Construction Activities (1/19/17).
Replaces the prior general permit that prevents
operators from needing individual permits.
EPA Permit General e« Proposed Reissuance of the NPDES General Permit
Permit for Facilities Related to Oil and Gas Extraction in the
Territorial Seas of Texas (1/19/17). Replaces the prior
general permit that prevents operators from needing to
secure individual permits. Authorizes discharges from
exploration, development, and production facilities
located in and discharging into the territorial seas off

Texas.
EPA Regulat¥vuter < Public Notification Requirements for Combined
Action Sewer Overflows to the Great Lakes Basin (1/13/17).

Rule would implement section 425 of the FY 2016
Appropriations Bill to establish public notice
requirements.

EPA Other Water < Drinking Water Infrastructure Needs Survey and
Assessment — Sixth Report to Congress. OMB received
this draft report form EPA on January 19, 2017, for
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comment and interagency review. The report compiles
data collected during FY 2015 on the drinking water
infrastructure needs for public water systems across the
country and will be used to calculate the allocation
formula for State Revolving Fund (SRF) grants
beginning in FY 2018. RMO is currently reviewing the
report.
EPA Other Water + Safe Drinking Water Act Assessment of Lead in
Drinking Water (1/19/17). EPA published a Federal
Register Notice seeking nominations for an expert
external peer review panel and public comment on a
draft report entitled, “Proposed Modeling Approaches
for a Health Based Benchmark for Lead in Drinking
Water” and the draft charge questions for the expert
peer review panel. Nominations must be received by
February 21, 2017, and comments on the draft report
and charge questions must be received by March 6,
2017.
EPA Other GHG  « Mid-Term Review Decision of GHG Standards for
Cars and Light Trucks. On January 12, 2017, the EPA
determined to maintain the current GHG emissions
standards for model year (MY) 2022-2025 vehicles.
EPA Other IncineraterProposed Incinerator Guidelines for States (1/10/17).
Guidelinékhis proposed rule sets emissions limits, progress
for milestones, and other elements that the state plans are
States  to contain.

EPA Regulatbitanium ¢ Proposed Health and Environmental Protection

Action and Standards for Uranium and Thorium Mill Tailings
Thorium (1/19/17). EPA re-proposed standards applicable to
Mill byproduct materials produced by uranium in-situ

Tailings recovery (ISR). The standards would be implemented
by the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC)
and NRC Agreement States.

EPA ReportsAnnual < Annual Toxics Release Inventory. This EPA Report

Toxics shows releases of toxic chemicals into the air nation-

Release wide.

Inventory

EPA Guidanckir * Federal GHG Accounting and Reporting Guidance.
This CEQ led effort provides methods for calculating
GHG emissions in accordance with E.O. 13693. This
was finalized on January 17, but is not currently posted
on the CEQ website.

EPA Other NAAQS * NAAQS Review Deadlines for NO2/SO2. On January

Review 17, EPA reached a tentative settlement with a litigant

Deadline (Sierra Club) that commits the agency to hard deadlines
for reviewing the National Ambient Air Quality
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Standards (NAAQS) for NO2 and SO2.
EPA Finding®zone + Ozone Plan Findings of Failure. On January 20, EPA
of Plan signed "findings of failure" of 15 states and D.C. to
Failure Findings submit state implementation plans for the 2008 ozone
of air quality standard, starting the clock on a two-year
Failure: window under the Clean Air Act for those jurisdictions
15 Statesto submit approvable plans for become subject to a
and DC Federal Implementation Plan.
EPA Regulatblazard < Addition of a Subsurface Intrusion Component to the
Action Ranking Hazard Ranking System Final Rulemaking (1/19/17).
System This rule allows Subsurface Intrusion to be included as
a factor in scoring a contaminated site under the
Hazard Ranking System for inclusion on the Superfund
National Priorities List.
EPA RegulatGiiyRCLA* CERCLA 108(b) Financial Assurance Proposed
Action Rulemaking for the Hardrock Mining Industry
(1/11/17). This proposed rule establishes financial
assurance requirements for the Hardrock Mining
industry under CERCLA 108(b).
EPA RegulatoilyRCL A CERCLA 108(b) Financial Assurance Notice for the
Action Chemical, Petroleum, and Electric Power Industries
(1/11/17). This notified the chemical manufacturing,
petroleum and coal products manufacturing, and
electric power generation industries about EPA’s intent
to issue proposed financial assurance rulemakings
pursuant to a court ordered schedule over the next
seven years.

EPA Regulatoi&A < Risk Management Program Final Rule (1/13/17).

Action This final rulemaking is on the Accidental Release
Prevention Requirements of the Risk Management
Program under the Clean Air Act.

EPA Guidand®emediatif@emediating Contaminated Sediment Sites Directive.
Contamir@tedanuary 9, 2017, Assistant Administrator Mathy
SedimentStanislaus issued a directive to the Regional
Sites Administrators following up on recommendations
Directivemade by GAO on sediment site remediation. EPA plans

on sending to Congress under a cover letter approved
by OMB in the next few weeks.

EPA Denial Gold  + Gold King Mine Claims. On January 13, 2017, EPA

of King  denied a majority of claims filed under the Federal Tort
Claims Mine  Claims Act related to the August 5, 2015 Gold King
Claims Mine Release. EPA will continue to operate the water
treatment facility at the site and water monitoring
programs in areas previously impacted by the spill.
EPA Policy Pesticides Final policy for addressing acute risks to bees from
Action pesticides (1/12/17). Prohibits applications of acutely
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toxic pesticides under certain conditions when bees are
most likely to be present.
EPA RegulatdrychloroetPrdpased rule to ban trichloroethylene (TCE) when
Action Ban used in vapor degreasing (1/11/17). The proposed rule
affects consumer and occupational settings.
EPA Regulatdignoscale Final rule for Reporting and Record Keeping
Action MaterialsRequirements on Nanoscale Materials (1/11/17).
Industry is required to participate in a one-time
reporting requirement concerning chemicals made at
the nanoscale.
EPA RegulatMythyleneProposed rule to limit methylene chloride and NMP
Action chloride when used as paint removers (1/12/17). The proposed
and rule affects consumer and occupational settings.
NMP
use
EPA Regulatdoxic Proposed rule to add natural gas processing facilities
Action Release to list of industrial sectors covered by the Toxic
InventoryRelease Inventory (1/6/17).
EPA RegulatBegticides Certified Applicators of Restricted Use Pesticides
Action Final Rule (1/4/17). Only certified applicators can
spray restricted use pesticides. The final rule published
on January 4, 2017 updates competency standards and
raises the minimum age of certified applicators. Under
the rule, states submit plans for EPA’s approval that
explain how state certification programs comply with
the updated standards.
EPA ReportsToxic  * Report to Congress concerning resource and capacity
Substancereds to conduct chemical risk evaluations under the
Control amended Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA). As
Act required by the recently amended TSCA, EPA
provided this report to Congress on January 19, 2017.
EPA indicated that the additional requirements of the
amended TSCA pose resource challenges, but that the
agency is working to increase capacity to implement
the requirements of the new law.
EPA Risk  Pesticides Four neonicotinoid pesticide risk assessments made
Assessment available for public comment (1/12/17). EPA found
that most crop uses do not pose significant risks to bee
colonies, but spraying for several crops may pose risks.
EPA Other Endangereffinal biological evaluations of three chemicals’
species (chlorpyrifos, diazinon, and malathion) impacts on
endangered species (1/18/17). Because these pesticides
are used widely it was found that they ‘may affect’ or
are ‘likely to adversely affect’ a variety of species
across multiple taxa.
EPA Other Pesticides, Updated list of human health benchmarks for
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Drinking pesticides in drinking water (1/18/17). EPA posted an
Water update of benchmark values for public drinking water
systems to determine if the levels of pesticides present
in water samples may pose a risk to human health.
EPA Enforce@drt  « EPA Notification - Fiat Chrysler of Clean Air Act
Actions Violations for alleged violations of the Clean Air Act.
Violations include installing and failing to disclose
engine management software with 3.0 liter diesel
engines sold in the United States.
EPA EnforceRreposeds Volkswagen Settlement. On January 10th, EPA and
ActionsConsent Volkswagen released a negotiated draft settlement with
Decree U.S. authorities over the company's diesel emissions
scandal. Criminal and Civil fines related to this
settlement could total $4.3 billion.
EPA Regulatbhydergrofitade of Kentucky Underground Injection Control
Action Injection (UIC) Class II Program: Primacy Approval: Delayed
Control until 3/21/2017. FR Document Numbers 2016-25931
(2017-01822)
EPA RegulatMynicipaDetermination of Full Program Adequacy of
Action Solid ~ Washington Municipal Solid Waste Landfill Permit
Waste  Program: Delayed until 3/21/2017. FR Document
Numbers 2016-26754 (2017-01822)
EPA RegulatbmissionFormaldehyde Emission Standards for Composite
Action StandardsWood Products: Delayed until 3/21/2017. FR
Document Numbers 2016-27987 (2017-01822)
EPA RegulatBipmass Renewable Fuel Standard Program: Standards for 2017
Action Fuel and Biomass-Based Diesel Volume for 2018: Delayed
Standardsuntil 3/21/2017. FR Document Numbers 2016-28879
(2017-01822)
EPA Regulatbige Determination of Attainment of the 2012 Annual Fine
Action ParticulatRarticulate Matter Standard: Pennsylvania; Delaware
Matter County Nonattainment Area: Delayed until 3/21/2017.
Standardd'R Document Numbers 2016-29751 (2017-01822)
EPA RegulatBtgte  Air Plan Approval: Michigan; Part 9 Miscellaneous
Action ImplemeRatliema Delayed until 3/21/2017. FR Document
Plans ~ Numbers 2016-30195 (2017-01822)
EPA Regulatdny Determination of Attainment of the 2008 Ozone
Action Quality National Ambient Air Quality Standards: Mariposa
County, California: Delayed until 3/21/2017. FR
Document Numbers 2016-30477 (2017-01822)
EPA RegulatStyte ~ Approval and Promulgation of Implementation Plans
Action Implememtadid¥esignation of Areas for Air Quality Planning
Plans  Purposes; Louisiana; Redesignation of Baton Rouge
2008 8-Hour Ozone Nonattainment Area to
Attainment: Delayed until 3/21/2017. FR Document
Numbers 2016-30776 (2017-01822)
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EPA RegulatStgte ~ Air Plan Approval: Wisconsin; Infrastructure SIP
Action ImplemeReqqamrements for the 2012 PM2.5 NAAQS: Delayed
Plans  until 3/21/2017. FR Document Numbers 2016-31017
(2017-01822)
EPA RegulatBtate ~ Approval and Promulgation of Implementation Plans:
Action ImplemetattolY ork Prevention of Significant Deterioration of
Plans  Air Quality and Nonattainment New Source Review;
Infrastructure State Implementation Plan
Requirements: Delayed until 3/21/2017. FR Document
Numbers 2016-31018 (2017-01822)
EPA RegulatStyte  Air Plan Approval: KY; RACM Determination for the
Action ImplemeKadfi®ortion of the Louisville Area 1997 Annual
Plans  PM2.5: Delayed until 3/21/2017. FR Document
Numbers 2016-31023 (2017-01822)
EPA RegulatBotlutionNational Oil and Hazardous Substances Pollution
Action Plans  Contingency Plan: National Priorities List: Partial
Deletion of the North Penn Area 6 Superfund Site:
Delayed until 3/21/2017. FR Document Numbers 2016-
31032 (2017-01822)
EPA RegulatBtagte ~ Approval of California Air Plan Revisions, Great Basin
Action Implemenfatifind Air Pollution Control District: Delayed until
Plans  3/21/2017. FR Document Numbers 2016-31225 (2017-
01822)
EPA RegulatStgte ~ Approval of California Air Plan Revisions, South
Action ImplemerfaaisnAir Quality Management District: Delayed until
Plans  3/21/2017. FR Document Numbers 2016-31226 (2017-
01822)
EPA RegulatStyte  Air Plan Approval: Illinois; Volatile Organic
Action Implemerffamgmounds Definition: Delayed until 3/21/2017. FR
Plans  Document Numbers 2016-31227 (2017-01822)
EPA Regulatbhydergrofitade of Kentucky Underground Injection Control
Action Injection (UIC) Class II Program: Primacy Approval: Delayed
Control until 3/21/2017. FR Document Numbers 2016-31268
(2017-01822)
EPA RegulatBtate ~ Approval and Promulgation of Implementation Plans:
Action Implemertatitmana; State Boards: Delayed until 3/21/2017. FR
Plans  Document Numbers 2016-31332 (2017-01822)
EPA RegulatbmissionRevisions to National Emission Standards for Radon
Action Standard€missions from Operating Mill Tailings: Delayed until
3/21/2017. FR Document Numbers 2016-31425 (2017-
01822)
EPA Regulatoi&AA  Accidental Release Prevention Requirements: Risk
Action Risk Management Programs Under the Clean Air Act:
Managenioatayed until 3/21/2017. FR Document Numbers 2016-
31426 (2017-01822)
EPA RegulatStgte ~ Approval and Promulgation of Implementation Plans:

ED_001612_00019469-00008



Action ImplemeRbiode Island; Clean Air Act Infrastructure State and
Plans  Federal Implementation Plans: Delayed until
3/21/2017. FR Document Numbers 2016-31444 (2017-
01822)
EPA RegulatBtate ~ Approval of Arizona Air Plan Revisions: Ajo and
Action Implemeivhdrenci, Arizona; Second 10-Year Sulfur Dioxide
Plans  Maintenance Plans and Technical Correction: Delayed
until 3/21/2017. FR Document Numbers 2016-31637
(2017-01822)
EPA Regulatbiiyil ~ Consolidated Rules of Practice Governing the
Action Penalties Administrative Assessment of Civil Penalties, Issuance
of Compliance or Corrective Action Orders, and the
Revocation/Termination or Suspension of Permits:
Procedures for Decisionmaking: Delayed until
3/21/2017. FR Document Numbers 2016-31638 (2017-
01822)
EPA RegulatStgte  Partial Approval and Partial Disapproval of Attainment
Action Implemeititiofor the Idaho Portion of the Logan, Utah/Idaho
Plans  PM2.5 Nonattainment Area: Delayed until 3/21/2017.
FR Document Numbers 2016-31643 (2017-01822)
EPA Regulatdny Revisions to the Guideline on Air Quality Models:
Action Quality Enhancements to the AERMOD Dispersion Modeling
System and Incorporation of Approaches to Address
Ozone and Fine Particulate Matter: Delayed until
3/21/2017. FR Document Numbers 2016-31747 (2017-
01822)
EPA RegulatBtgte  Air Plan Approval: Georgia: Procedures for Testing
Action Implememtadiddonitoring Sources of Air Pollutants: Delayed
Plans  until 3/21/2017. FR Document Numbers 2016-31753
(2017-01822)
EPA RegulatStgte ~ Approval and Promulgation of Implementation Plans:
Action Implemenfetiasy Control of Air Pollution from Visible Emissions
Plans  and Particulate Matter: Delayed until 3/21/2017. FR
Document Numbers 2017-00087 (2017-01822)
EPA RegulatBtate ~ Approval and Promulgation of Implementation Plans:
Action ImplemerAdaioama; Infrastructure Requirements for the 2010
Plans  Sulfur Dioxide National Ambient Air Quality Standard:
Delayed until 3/21/2017. FR Document Numbers 2017-
00159 (2017-01822)
EPA RegulatStyte  Air Plan Approval: TN Infrastructure Requirements for
Action Implemeriatidl 0 NO2 NAAQS: Delayed until 3/21/2017. FR
Plans  Document Numbers 2017-00161 (2017-01822)
EPA RegulatBayticulatBevisions to Procedure 2-Quality Assurance
Action Matter Requirements for Particulate Matter Continuous
Sources Emission Monitoring Systems at Stationary Sources:
Published 11/21/2016 and scheduled to become
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effective on 2/21/2017. FR Document Number 2016-
27849
DOD, Regulaiischargdniform National Discharge Standards for Vessels
EPA Action Standardsd the Armed Forces: Phase |l Batch One:
Delayed until 3/21/2017. FR Document Numbers
2017-00153 (2017-02594)

Charlie Dankert

EOP / OMB BEACHHEAD

(¢} EOP/Ex. 6
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To: Hoelscher, Douglas EOP/Ex. 6
From: Benton, Donald

Sent: Mon 2/27/2017 4:05:58 PM

Subject: RE: Meeting request from Governor Sununu

Perfect, Thank you

Don

Senator Don Benton

Senior White House Advisor
Office of the Administrator
202.564.4711

From: Hoelscher, Dougla§ EOP/Ex. 6
Sent: Monday, February 27, 2017 9:38 AM

To: Benton, Donald <benton.donald@epa.gov>

Subject: Re: Meeting request from Governor Sununu

Yes - they are seated at same table
Sent from my iPhone

> On Feb 27, 2017, at 9:22 AM, Benton, Donald <benton.donald@epa.gov> wrote:
>

> Doug,

> Please let me know if the Governor was able to visit with the Administrator this morning. If not, | will
arrange a phone call later in the week.

> Thanks,

>

> Don

> Senator Don Benton

> Senior White House Advisor

> Office of the Administrator

> 202.564.4711

>

>

> Original Message---—

> From: Hoelscher, Douglas EOP/Ex. 6

> Sent: Saturday, February 25, 2017 6:09 PM

> To: Jayne Millerick < Personal Email/Ex. 6 !

> Cc: Benton. Donald <benton. donald@epa gov>; Mashbum John K. EOP/WHO
<! EOP/Ex. 6

> Subject: RE: Meeting request from Governor Sununu

>

> Hi Jayne,

>

> | really appreciate the nice words and very much look forward to working with you.
>

> I'm looping in Don Benton from the EPA team -- I'm guessing Administrator Pruitt is probably full for
setting up an ancillary meeting, but he will be attending and speaking with the governors at the business
session on Monday at the White House. Let's try to make the connection that morning (and I'll try to get
them seated close to each other) -- worst case scenario and it doesn't happen, let's set up a call between

the Governor and the Administrator in the next few weeks.
>
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> Sincerely,

> Doug

>

>

> Original Message-—--

> From: Jayne Millerick | Personal Email/Ex. 6
> Sent: Saturday, February 25, 2017 5:31 PM

> To: Hoelscher, Douglas ¢ EOP/Ex. 6
> Subject: Meeting request from Governor Sununu
>

> Hi Doug - great seeing you this morning at the Chiefs of Staff meeting. | appreciate the time you and
Justin took with us. | can only imagine how busy you are.

>

> Governor Sununu was hoping Secretary Pruitt might please have a few moments to talk with him during
his office hour with governors tomorrow afternoon. Governor Sununu would like to briefly mention a Clean
Air Act provision that New Hampshire communities are finding challenging and will impact them greatly in
the future.

>

>

> Jayne Millerick

> irect

> { Personal Phone/Ex. 6 {/\/ireless
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To: Minoli, Kevin[Minoli.Kevin@epa.gov]

From: Benton, Donald

Sent: Tue 2/21/2017 1:50:19 PM

Subject: RE: Puget Sound NDZ [WARNING: DKIM validation failed]

| would like to know the answer as well.

Thanks,

Don

Senator Don Benton

Senior White House Advisor
Office of the Administrator

202.564.4711

AR g,

From: Minoli, Kevin

Sent: Monday, February 20, 2017 10:37 PM

To: Benton, Donald <benton.donald@epa.gov>

Cc: Ericksen, Doug <ericksen.doug@epa.gov>

Subject: Re: Puget Sound NDZ [WARNING: DKIM validation failed]

Don- Thank you; | will acknowledge receipt and reach out to the right folks in terms of
responding.

Kevin

Kevin S. Minoli
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Acting General Counsel

Office of General Counsel

US Environmental Protection Agency
Office Line: 202-564-8040

Direct Dial: 202-564-5551

From: Benton, Donald

Sent: Monday, February 20, 2017 4:56 PM

To: Minoli, Kevin

Cc: Ericksen, Doug

Subject: FW: Puget Sound NDZ [WARNING: DKIM validation failed]

Kevin, | think this communication from WA state should be handled by your office, not by me or
Sen. Ericksen.

Thanks,

Don

Don

Senator Don Benton

Senior White House Advisor
Office of the Administrator

202.564.4711

From: Charlie Costanzo [mailio:CCostanzo@americanwaterways.com]
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Sent: Saturday, February 18, 2017 12:40 PM

To: Benton, Donald <benton.donald@epa.gov>; Ruff, Sandy <Sandy.Ruff@leg.wa.gov>;
doug.ericksen@leg.wa.gov

Cc: 'Clifford A. Webster (cwebster@carneylaw.com)' <cwebster@carneylaw.com>; 'Peter
Schrappen' <peter@nmta.net>; Doug Levy (Doug@outcomesbylevy.onmicrosoft.com)
<Doug@outcomesbylevy.onmicrosoft.com>; "Young, Tom' <Tom.Young@mail.house.gov>;
'colin.swanson@mail.house.goV' <colin.swanson@mail.house.gov>; 'James Tupper'

< EOP/Ex. 6 >
Subject: RE: Puget Sound NDZ [WARNING: DKIM validation failed]
Importance: High

Dear Senators Ericksen and Benton:

| received the attached copy of the attached prepublication of the February 21 Federal Register
stating that EPA is moving ahead with a Final Affirmative Determination of the Puget Sound
NDZ.

As you might understand, this is extremely disappointing and surprising given that we
understood from several communications that the Determination would be subject to the
regulatory freeze authorized by President Trump’s January 20 directive.

At this point, we are wondering if anything can be done to hold this determination or roll it back
until former RA Dennis McLerran’s justification for determining the adequacy of pumpout
capacity in Puget Sound for commercial vessels can be fully understood and evaluated.

Your assistance is urgently requested.

Thank you!

- Charlie
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Charles P. Costanzo

Vice President — Pacific Region

The American Waterways Operators
5315 22" Ave. NW

Seattle, WA 98107

www.americanwaterways.com

Waterways Operators

vs.com

nd barge industry is critically important to the
over 4,000 tugboats and towboats and more than

07,000 barges, the ...

(206) 257-4723 (Office)
(203) 980-3051 (Mobile)

(866) 954-8481 (Fax)

From: Charlie Costanzo

Sent: Wednesday, February 15, 2017 9:59 AM

To: 'benton.donald@epa.gov' <benton.donald@epa.gov>; Ruff, Sandy
<Sandy.Ruff@leg.wa.gov>; 'doug.ericksen@leg.wa.gov' <doug.ericksen@leg.wa.qov>
Cc: 'Clifford A. Webster (cwebster@carneyvlaw.com)' <cwebster@carneylaw.com>; 'Peter
Schrappen' <peter@nmta.net>; Doug Levy (Doug@outcomesbylevy.onmicrosoft.com)
<Doug@outcomeshylevy.onmicrosoft.com>

Subject: Puget Sound NDZ
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Dear Senators Ericksen and Benton:

| write on behalf of The American Waterways Operators (AWO), the national trade association
for the tugboat and barge industry, to ask for your assistance rolling back the Puget Sound No-
Discharge Zone (NDZ), a badly misguided and procedurally-flawed joint regulatory proposal of
the Dept. of Ecology and the EPA. The policy would force vessel owners to abandon federally-
approved onboard sewage treatment systems despite the absence of scientific evidence to
suggest these systems harm the marine environment in any way. The policy would force vessel
owners to install holding tanks onboard the vessel and pump untreated sewage to a shore-
based treatment system. For my industry alone, the regulation would cost operators over $15
million and provide zero benefit to the environment.

On the evening before President Trump was inaugurated, EPA representatives called maritime
industry advocates to let them know that then-EPA administrator Dennis McLerran had signed a
determination that the capacity of shoreside facilities was sufficient to accommodate the
regulated community. The determination should be invalidated because there is exactly one
shoreside facility in all of Puget Sound (at the Port of Bellingham) that could even accommodate
a typical tugboat, fish processor, or small cruise vessel. McLerran’s determination was signed,
and shortly after the inauguration Senator Benton confirmed to Cliff that the determination was
subject to the President’s regulatory freeze declaration of January 20 and that it will not be
noticed in the Federal Register.

We are working to ensure that RA McLerran’s determination is never noticed and that the Puget
Sound NDZ, as promulgated by the Dept. of Ecology, is never implemented. It's bad policy and
we can articulate better ways that the industry and regulators can achieve water quality
improvement from onboard sewage treatment. We would love the opportunity to talk with you by
phone or in person about this issue. It's extremely important for the commercial and recreational
boating community in Washington State. It even impacts which out of state vessels can trade in
our waters.

| am copying in several other maritime industry advocates who worked over a period of years to
persuade Ecology to adopt sensible NDZ policy for Puget Sound. They are Peter Schrappen of
the Northwest Marine Trade Association (NMTA), Doug Levy from the Recreational Boaters of
Washington, and Cliff Webster who works in Olympia for both AWO and NMTA. We have a
much larger coalition of maritime industry groups that engaged on this issue with Ecology to no
avail. | attach a letter that describes the coalition and our position. | also attach a letter from
Rep. Dave Reichert to EPA urging them to exercise caution on this issue. It appears that EPA
didn’t take the Congressman’s advice and instead opted for an 11" hour rulemaking.

Please let me know if you can find some time to meet with us or chat by phone. I'm happy to
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accommodate your schedule however works best.

Thank you so much!

- Charlie Costanzo

Charles P. Costanzo

Vice President - Pacific Region

The American Waterways Operators
5315 22" Ave. NW

Seattle, WA 98107

www.americanwaterways.com

(206) 257-4723 (Office)
(203) 980-3051 (Mobile)

(866) 954-8481 (Fax)
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To: Mashburn, John K. EOP/WHO. EOP/Ex. 6
From: Benton, Donald

Sent: Mon 2/27/2017 4:03:03 PM

Subject: RE: EO on WOTUS

Thanks John

Don

Senator Don Benton

Senior White House Advisor

Office of the Administrator

202.564.4711

From: Mashburn, John K. EOP/WHO [mailto! EOP/Ex. 6
Sent: Monday, February 27,2017 10:17 AM

To: Benton, Donald <benton.donald@epa.gov>

Cc: Uli, Gabriella M. EOP/WHO < EOP/Ex. 6

Subject: Re: EO on WOTUS

Don - I don't know time yet.
Sent from my iPhone

On Feb 27,2017, at 10:07 AM, Benton, Donald <benton.donald@epa.gov> wrote:

John,

I 'am told the President will sign the EO on WOTUS tomorrow morning.
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I would like very much (similar to other Senior Advisors at other EO signings) to be
present for the signing of the EO. Can you tell me what time and would you please have me

cleared by SS to attend?

WAVES INFO:

Personal Address/Ex. 6

Thanks Very Much,

Don

Senator Don Benton

Senior White House Advisor
Office of the Administrator
202.564.4711

<image001.gif>
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To: Uli, Gabriella M. EOP/WHO] Personal Email/Ex. 6
From: Benton, Donald

Sent: Wed 2/22/2017 7:01:00 PM
Subject: RE: cabinet affairs mtg

Gabriella,

I know you are very busy but wanted to check on any progress on the family visit to the WH this
coming Saturday?

Don

Senator Don Benton

Senior White House Advisor
Office of the Administrator

202.564.4711
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To: Hoelscher, Douglas! EOP/Ex. 6
From: Benton, Donald

Sent: Tue 2/21/2017 1:49:24 PM

Subject: RE: Meeting with Administrator Pruitt

Doug,

Getting conflicting messages. Scott will meet with Midwestern Governors here at 2:30 as
requested. Are the four of them still available. We could do it at 3:00 also.

Don

Senator Don Benton

Senior White House Advisor
Office of the Administrator

202.564.4711

From: Hoelscher, Douglas [mailto: EOP/Ex. 6 ]
Sent: Monday, February 20, 2017 6:01 PM

To: Benton, Donald <benton.donald@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: Meeting with Administrator Pruitt

Thanks Don — 1 think it would be a good message point for you all that you met with Midwestern
governors — the relationships with the previous administration was rocky — especially due to
WOTUS and the Obama team backing away from the RFS. ..

From: Benton, Donald [mailto:benton.donald@epa.gov]

Sent: Monday, February 20, 2017 5:47 PM

To: Hoelscher, Douglas < EOP/Ex. 6 >
Subject: RE: Meeting with Administrator Pruitt
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Working on making this happen. Will confirm with Stephanie tomorrow.

Don

Don

Senator Don Benton

Senior White House Advisor
Office of the Administrator

202.564.4711

From: Hoelscher, Douglas [mailto:; EOP/Ex. 6 ]

Sent: Monday, February 20, 2017 2:07 PM

To: Groen, Stephanie <stephanie.groen@iowa.gov>

Cc: Benton, Donald <benton.donald@epa.gov>; Mashburn, John K. EOP/WHO

< >: Johnson, Julia B. EOP/WHO

< EOPI Ex. 6 Flynn, Matthew ! EOP/Ex. 6 v>
Subject: RE: Meeting with Administrator Pruitt

Hi Stephanie,

| just talked to Don Benton who is the senior advisor for Administrator Pruitt at EPA (he is ccd).
The Senate has not yet confirmed the DOE and USDA nominees, but thankfully they have
approved Administrator Pruitt at EPA.
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*Don — can you and your team work with Stephanie Groen with Gov. Branstad’s team to try to
find a time that works for the Administrator to meet with below grouping of governors?

Midwest Governors:
Branstad (lA), Ricketts (NE), Holcomb (IN), Dayton (MN)

Thanks for your help.

Sincerely,

Doug

From: Groen, Stephanie [mailto:stephanie.groen@iowa.gov]

Sent: Monday, February 20, 2017 12:34 PM

To: Hoelscher, Douglas < EOP/Ex. 6 »>; Davis, Anna
<ADavis@NGA.ORG> <adavis@nga.org>

Subject: Meeting with Administrator Pruitt

Doug and Anna,

I would like to check in on the status of the request that lTowa has made for a meeting of
Midwestern Governors with the new Secretaries of the Dept. of Energy, the EPA, and USDA for
this Friday, February 24.

Seeing as only one of those has been confirmed and there is now a lunch at the Vice President's
Residence, I would like to amend the request.

Would Administrator Pruitt be available to meet with Governor Branstad and Lt. Governor
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Reynolds on Friday, February 24 from 2:30-3:30 at the JW Marriott?

Thank you for your consideration of this request.

Best,

Stephanie

Stephanie Groen | Acting Director of State-Federal Relations
Office of the Governor, State of lowa

Gov. Terry Branstad & Lt. Gov. Kim Reynolds

WWW.QOVErnor.iowa.gov

www ltgovernor.iowa.gov
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To: Hale, Michelle[hale.michelle@epa.gov]
From: Benton, Donald

Sent: Mon 2/20/2017 10:54:25 PM

Subject: FW: Followup on EPA requests.

Michele, We already have the Western Govs set for Sunday the 26th here and we are hoping to set the 4
midwest Govs for 2:30 on Friday. Can you squeeze in the other two (Texas and Guam) please. They are
all in town and have reached out to the WH.

Thanks,

Don

Don

Senator Don Benton

Senior White House Advisor
Office of the Administrator
202.564.4711

From: Hoelscher, Douglas EOP/Ex. 6

Sent: Monday, February 20, 2017 2:35 PM

To: Benton, Donald <benton.donald@epa.gov>

Cc: Flynn, Matthew < EOP/Ex. 6 t Gunn, Ashley L. EOP/WHO
5 EOP/EX. & :Mashburn, John K. EOP/WHO | EOPJEx. 6
Subject: Followup on EPA requests.

Importance: High

Hi Don,

Thanks again for taking my call. | sent the Midwest governors meeting and am following up with you on
the more comprehensive list.

1.Meeting with Midwest Governors (Branstad, IA; Ricketts, NE; Holcomb, IN; Dayton, MN) -- contact:
Stephanie.Groen@iowa.gov

2.Gov. Abbott (TX) -- contact: Jerry.Strickland@gov.texas.gov

3.Gov. Calvo (Guam) -- contact: Margaret.metcalfe@guam.gov (Guam's governor does not get to DC
too often so anything you can do would be appreciated).

There were also requests from Gov. Holcomb of Indiana and Gov. Mead of Wyoming but if you all can
make the Midwest governors' meeting and the Western Governors meeting work, that should suffice.

Sincerely,
Doug
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To: Minoli, Kevin[Minoli.Kevin@epa.gov]

Cc: Ericksen, Douglericksen.doug@epa.gov]

From: Benton, Donald

Sent: Mon 2/20/2017 9:56:59 PM

Subject: FW: Puget Sound NDZ [WARNING: DKIM validation failed]
removed.ixt

2017-03353.pdf
ATTO0001.htm

removed.txt

Kevin, I think this communication from WA state should be handled by your office, not by me or
Sen. Ericksen.

Thanks,

Don

Don

Senator Don Benton

Senior White House Advisor
Office of the Administrator

202.564.4711

From: Charlie Costanzo [mailto:CCostanzo@americanwaterways.com]|

Sent: Saturday, February 18, 2017 12:40 PM

To: Benton, Donald <benton.donald@epa.gov>; Ruff, Sandy <Sandy.Ruff@leg.wa.gov>;
doug.ericksen@leg.wa.gov

Cec: 'Clifford A. Webster (cwebster@carneylaw.com)' <cwebster@carneylaw.com>; 'Peter
Schrappen' <peter@nmta.net>; Doug Levy (Doug@outcomesbylevy.onmicrosoft.com)
<Doug@outcomesbylevy.onmicrosoft.com>; 'Young, Tom' <Tom.Young@mail.house.gov>;
'colin.swanson@mail.house.gov' <colin.swanson@mail.house.gov>; 'James Tupper'
<tupper@tmw-law.com>; gwirtz@clia-nwc.com; 'Donna Spalding' <dspalding@clia-nwc.com>;
Lynn Muench <LMuench@americanwaterways.com>; Dorjets, Vlad EOP/OMB

< EOP/Ex. 6 > '
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Subject: RE: Puget Sound NDZ [WARNING: DKIM validation failed]
Importance: High

Dear Senators Ericksen and Benton:

I received the attached copy of the attached prepublication of the February 21 Federal Register
stating that EPA is moving ahead with a Final Affirmative Determination of the Puget Sound
NDZ.

As you might understand, this is extremely disappointing and surprising given that we
understood from several communications that the Determination would be subject to the
regulatory freeze authorized by President Trump’s January 20 directive.

At this point, we are wondering if anything can be done to hold this determination or roll it back
until former RA Dennis McLerran’s justification for determining the adequacy of pumpout
capacity in Puget Sound for commercial vessels can be fully understood and evaluated.

Your assistance is urgently requested.

Thank you!

- Charlie

Charles P. Costanzo
Vice President — Pacific Region

The American Waterways Operators »
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5315 22" Ave. NW
Seattle, WA 98107

www.americanwaterways.com

(208) 257-4723 (Office)
(203) 980-3051 (Mobile)

(866) 954-8481 (Fax)

From: Charlie Costanzo

Sent: Wednesday, February 15, 2017 9:59 AM

To: 'benton.donald@epa.gov' <benton.donald@epa.gov>; Ruff, Sandy
<Sandy.Ruff@leg.wa.gov>; 'doug.ericksen@leg.wa.gov' <doug.ericksen(@leg.wa.gov>
Cc: 'Clifford A. Webster (cwebster@carneylaw.com)' <cwebster(@carneylaw.com>; 'Peter
Schrappen' <peter(@nmta.net>; Doug Levy (Doug@outcomesbylevy.onmicrosoft.com)
<Doug@outcomesbylevy.onmicrosoft.com>

Subject: Puget Sound NDZ

Dear Senators Ericksen and Benton:

I write on behalf of The American Waterways Operators (AWO), the national trade association
for the tugboat and barge industry, to ask for your assistance rolling back the Puget Sound No-
Discharge Zone (NDZ), a badly misguided and procedurally-flawed joint regulatory proposal of
the Dept. of Ecology and the EPA. The policy would force vessel owners to abandon federally-
approved onboard sewage treatment systems despite the absence of scientific evidence to suggest
these systems harm the marine environment in any way. The policy would force vessel owners to
install holding tanks onboard the vessel and pump untreated sewage to a shore-based treatment
system. For my industry alone, the regulation would cost operators over $15 million and provide
zero benefit to the environment.
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On the evening before President Trump was inaugurated, EPA representatives called maritime
industry advocates to let them know that then-EPA administrator Dennis McLerran had signed a
determination that the capacity of shoreside facilities was sufficient to accommodate the
regulated community. The determination should be invalidated because there is exactly one
shoreside facility in all of Puget Sound (at the Port of Bellingham) that could even accommodate
a typical tugboat, fish processor, or small cruise vessel. McLerran’s determination was signed,
and shortly after the inauguration Senator Benton confirmed to Cliff that the determination was
subject to the President’s regulatory freeze declaration of January 20 and that it will not be
noticed in the Federal Register.

We are working to ensure that RA McLerran’s determination is never noticed and that the Puget
Sound NDZ, as promulgated by the Dept. of Ecology, is never implemented. It’s bad policy and
we can articulate better ways that the industry and regulators can achieve water quality
improvement from onboard sewage treatment. We would love the opportunity to talk with you
by phone or in person about this issue. It’s extremely important for the commercial and
recreational boating community in Washington State. It even impacts which out of state vessels
can trade in our waters.

I am copying in several other maritime industry advocates who worked over a period of years to
persuade Ecology to adopt sensible NDZ policy for Puget Sound. They are Peter Schrappen of
the Northwest Marine Trade Association (NMTA), Doug Levy from the Recreational Boaters of
Washington, and CILiff Webster who works in Olympia for both AWO and NMTA. We have a
much larger coalition of maritime industry groups that engaged on this issue with Ecology to no
avail. I attach a letter that describes the coalition and our position. I also attach a letter from
Rep. Dave Reichert to EPA urging them to exercise caution on this issue. It appears that EPA
didn’t take the Congressman’s advice and instead opted for an 11"® hour rulemaking.

Please let me know if you can find some time to meet with us or chat by phone. I’'m happy to
accommodate your schedule however works best.

Thank you so much!

- Charlie Costanzo
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Charles P. Costanzo

Vice President — Pacific Region

The American Waterways Operators =
5315 22" Ave. NW

Seattle, WA 98107

www.americanwaterways.com

(206) 257-4723 (Office)
(203) 980-3051 (Mobile)

(866) 954-8481 (Fax)

ED_001612_00019492-00005



To: EOP/Ex. 6
From: Benton, Donald

Sent: Mon 2/20/2017 9:54:43 PM

Subject: Meeting

Kellyanne,
It was delightful to finally meet you in person Friday night at the Pruitt swearing in. I have
important and timely information to deliver and need 15 minutes with you as we discussed.

Tuesday will be Pruitt’s first day here and will be hectic, but I could come over later in the day
or evening or Wednesday anytime day or night.

Thanks so Much,

Don

Senator Don Benton

Senior White House Advisor
Office of the Administrator

202.564.4711

ED_001612_00019498-00001



To: Uli, Gabriella M. EOP/WHO

EOP/Ex. 6

From: Benton, Donald
Sent: Mon 2/20/2017 9:46:12 PM
Subject: Need White House Credentials

Gabriella,

Please forward this request to whoever is responsible for WH credentials. The new

Administrator wants them asap as he is planning on going there on Wednesday

Pruitt Edward Scott
Tulsa OK

DOBJ/EXx. 6

Benton Donald Mark
Vancouver WA

Thank you,

Don

Senator Don Benton

Senior White House Advisor
Office of the Administrator

202.564.4711

Personal Matters/Ex. 6

US

US
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To: Mashburn, John K. EOP/WHO! EOP/Ex. 6
From: Benton, Donald
Sent: Mon 2/20/2017 9:40:06 PM
Subject: Communication

John,

Just wrote out an important email to you, decided not to send. Please call me asap.

Don

Senator Don Benton

Senior White House Advisor
Office of the Administrator

202.564.4711
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To: Uli, Gabriella M. EOP/WHO], EOP/Ex. 6
From: Benton, Donald '
Sent: Mon 2/27/2017 3:45:07 PM
Subject: RE: Family clearance through SS for tomorrow

Gabriella, Thank you for your work on this. They could not be here after 2pm so we will have to
try again on another day.

Thank you again for your work. I really appreciate you and your efforts under what I know is a
hectic schedule!

Don

Don

Senator Don Benton

Senior White House Advisor
Office of the Administrator

202.564.4711

From: Uli, Gabriella M. EOP/WHO | EOP/Ex. 6
Sent: Friday, February 24,2017 11:51 AM

To: Benton, Donald <benton.donald@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: Family clearance through SS for tomorrow

Great news! I'm not sure if you have heard otherwise, but from the guidance I received from ops,
tours are only allowed after 2pm on Saturday. If Jennifer could confirm the time, [ will clear in
your family.

Thanks!
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From: Benton, Donald [mailto:benton.donald@epa.gov]
Sent: Friday, February 24, 2017 10:56 AM

To: Uli, Gabriella M. EOP/WHO < EOP/Ex. 6
Subject: Family clearance through SS for tomorrow
Importance: High

Gabriella, I have found someone in PPO, Jennifer Locetta, to take my family through. Can you
please be sure the WAVES process is ready for an 11AM tour tomorrow as I do not think we are
having a cabinet affairs meeting tomorrow.

Please call my cell; personal Phonerex. s’ if there is any issue as I am out the rest of the day.

Thanks so much!

Don

Senator Don Benton

Senior White House Advisor

Office of the Administrator

202.564.4711

From: Uli, Gabriella M. EOP/WHO EOP/Ex. 6
Sent: Wednesday, February 22,2017 2:19 PM

To: Benton, Donald <benton.donald@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: cabinet affairs mtg

Hi Don,
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I have passed your message on to operations. [ will be unavailable on Saturday due assisting with
upcoming cabinet affairs events. Let me know if you don’t hear back by the end of the day and
11 follow-up.

Thanks

From: Benton, Donald [mailto:benton.donald@epa.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, February 22, 2017 2:01 PM

To: Uli, Gabriella M. EOP/WHO < EOP/Ex. 6
Subject: RE: cabinet affairs mtg

Gabriella,

I know you are very busy but wanted to check on any progress on the family visit to the WH this
coming Saturday?

Don

Senator Don Benton

Senior White House Advisor
Office of the Administrator

202.564.4711
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To: Hoelscher, Douglas} EOP/Ex. 6
From: Benton, Donald
Sent: Mon 2/20/2017 10:47:03 PM

Subject: RE: Meeting with Administrator Pruitt

Working on making this happen. Will confirm with Stephanie tomorrow.

Don

Don

Senator Don Benton

Senior White House Advisor
Office of the Administrator

202.564.4711

AR g,

From: Hoelscher, Douglas EOP/Ex. 6

Sent: Monday, February 20, 2017 2:07 PM

To: Groen, Stephanie <stephanie.groen@iowa.gov>

Cc: Benton, Donald <benton.donalq@epa.gov>; Mashburn, John K. EOP/WHO

i Johnson, Julia B. EOP/WHO
EOPI EX. 6 Flynn, Matthew < EOP/EX. 6

Subject: RE Meeting with Administrator Pruitt

Hi Stephanie,

| just talked to Don Benton who is the senior advisor for Administrator Pruitt at EPA (he is ccd).
The Senate has not yet confirmed the DOE and USDA nominees, but thankfully they have
approved Administrator Pruitt at EPA.
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*Don — can you and your team work with Stephanie Groen with Gov. Branstad’s team to try to
find a time that works for the Administrator to meet with below grouping of governors?

Midwest Governors:
Branstad (lA), Ricketts (NE), Holcomb (IN), Dayton (MN)

Thanks for your help.

Sincerely,

Doug

From: Groen, Stephanie [mailto:stephanie.groen@iowa.gov]

Sent: Monday, February 20, 2017 12:34 PM

To: Hoelscher, Douglas | EOP/Ex. 6 »>; Davis, Anna
<ADavis@NGA.ORG> <3davis@nga.org> '

Subject: Meeting with Administrator Pruitt

Doug and Anna,

I would like to check in on the status of the request that [owa has made for a meeting of
Midwestern Governors with the new Secretaries of the Dept. of Energy, the EPA, and USDA for
this Friday, February 24.

Seeing as only one of those has been confirmed and there is now a lunch at the Vice President's
Residence, I would like to amend the request.
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Would Administrator Pruitt be available to meet with Governor Branstad and Lt. Governor
Reynolds on Friday, February 24 from 2:30-3:30 at the JW Marriott?

Thank you for your consideration of this request.

Best,

Stephanie

Stephanie Groen | Acting Director of State-Federal Relations
Office of the Governor, State of lowa
Gov. Terry Branstad & Lt. Gov. Kim Reynolds

202.624.5442 | stephanie.groen@iowa.gov

WWW.QOVErnor.iowa.gov

www ltgovernor.iowa.gov
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To: Groen, Stephanie[stephanie.groen@iowa.gov]
Cc: Hale, Michelle[hale.michelle@epa.gov]

From: Benton, Donald

Sent: Mon 2/20/2017 10:46:26 PM

Subject: RE: Meeting with Administrator Pruitt

Stephanie,

| believe we can accommodate the Gov’s. We had another meeting | think we can move. | can
confirm sometime Monday after the Administrator’s Ex Asst. confirms with me.

Thank you,

Don

Don

Senator Don Benton

Senior White House Advisor
Office of the Administrator

202.564.4711

From: Groen, Stephanie [mailto:stephanie.groen@iowa.gov]
Sent: Monday, February 20, 2017 2:21 PM

To: Hoelscher, Douglas < EOP/Ex. 6

Cc: Benton. Donald <benton.donald@epa.gov>; Mashburn, John K. EOP/WHO
< EOP/Ex. 6 >: Johnson, Julia B. EOP/WHO

< EOP/Ex. 6 Flynn Matthew <i EOP/Ex. 6

Subject: Re: Meeting with Admm;strator Pruitt

Doug,
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Thank you for your assistance and for connecting me with Don.

*Don-- is Administrator Pruitt available to meet with Governors Branstad (IA), Ricketts (NE),
Holcomb (IN), and Dayton (MN) on this Friday, February 24 from 2:30-3:30 pm at the JW
Marriott here in DC?

Thank you in advance for your assistance with getting this meeting scheduled.

Best,

Stephanie

On Mon, Feb 20, 2017 at 2:06 PM, Hoelscher, Douglas < EOP/Ex. 6
wrote:

Hi Stephanie,

I just talked to Don Benton who is the senior advisor for Administrator Pruitt at EPA (he is
ccd). The Senate has not yet confirmed the DOE and USDA nominees, but thankfully they
have approved Administrator Pruitt at EPA.

*Don - can you and your team work with Stephanie Groen with Gov. Branstad’s team to try
to find a time that works for the Administrator to meet with below grouping of governors?

Midwest Governors:
Branstad (lA), Ricketts (NE), Holcomb (IN), Dayton (MN)

Thanks for your help.
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Sincerely,

Doug

From: Groen, Stephanie [mailto:stephanie.groen@iowa.gqov]

Sent: Monday, February 20, 2017 12:34 PM

To: Hoelscher, Douglas < EOP/Ex. 6 :Davis, Anna
<ADavis@NGA.ORG> <adavis@nga.org>

Subject: Meeting with Administrator Pruitt

Doug and Anna,

I would like to check in on the status of the request that ITowa has made for a meeting of
Midwestern Governors with the new Secretaries of the Dept. of Energy, the EPA, and
USDA for this Friday, February 24.

Seeing as only one of those has been confirmed and there is now a lunch at the Vice
President's Residence, I would like to amend the request.

Would Administrator Pruitt be available to meet with Governor Branstad and Lt. Governor
Reynolds on Friday, February 24 from 2:30-3:30 at the JW Marriott?

Thank you for your consideration of this request.

Best,

Stephanie
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Stephanie Groen | Acting Director of State-Federal Relations
Office of the Governor, State of lowa
Gov. Terry Branstad & Lt. Gov. Kim Reynolds

202.624.5442 | stephanie.groen@iowa.gov

WWW.governor.iowa.qov

www ltgovernor.iowa.gov

Stephanie Groen | Acting Director of State-Federal Relations
Office of the Governor, State of lowa
Gov. Terry Branstad & Lt. Gov. Kim Reynolds

202.624.5442 | stephanie.groen@iowa.qov

WWW.governor.iowa.gov

www ltgovernor.iowa.gov
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To: Uli, Gabriella M. EOP/Ex. 6

From: Benton, Donald
Sent: Tue 2/21/2017 10:23:35 PM
Subject: RE: cabinet affairs mtg

Gabriella, Could you please send me a directory of all Senior Advisors and Liaisons. Thanks

Don

Senator Don Benton

Senior White House Advisor

Office of the Administrator

202.564.4711

From: Uli, Gabriella M. | EOP/Ex. 6

Sent: Tuesday, February 21, 2017 2:02 PM
To: Benton, Donald <benton.donald@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: cabinet affairs mtg

That is alright. I will mark you as present with no update.

I will circle back with a time for you and John to connect.

Thanks

From: Benton, Donald [mailto:benton.donald@epa.gov]
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Sent: Tuesday, February 21, 2017 1:57 PM
To: Uli, Gabriella M. | EOP/Ex. 6
Subject: RE: cabinet affairs mtg

Same number? I called at 1:20 exactly and was told I was the only one on the line. s there a new
or different number.

I had nothing to report on the call but do need to speak with John if he can sometime after 3pm
Thanks,

Don

Don

Senator Don Benton

Senior White House Advisor
Office of the Administrator

202.564.4711

From: Uli, Gabriella M. EOP/Ex. 6
Sent: Tuesday, February 21, 2017 1:52 PM

To: Benton, Donald <benton.donald@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: cabinet affairs mtg

Don, I suppose you were not on when they did roll call. Matt is finishing up the last group now if
you want to join them.
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From: Benton, Donald [mailto:benton.donald@epa.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, February 21, 2017 1:46 PM

To: Uli, Gabriella M. | EOP/Ex. 6

Subject: cabinet affairs mtg
Importance: High

Is cabinet affairs call cancelled or is there a new dial in number?
Thanks,

Don

Been on call for 15 but no one else is ther?

Don

Senator Don Benton

Senior White House Advisor
Office of the Administrator

202.564.4711
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To: Uli, Gabriella M. | EOP/Ex. 6
From: Benton, Donald

Sent: Tue 2/21/2017 10:22:51 PM

Subject: RE: cabinet affairs mtg

Thank you. It is important I speak to him.

Please ask Christine to forward the credentials form to me.

It is important [ handle WH communication not the COS otherwise there really is no need for my
position.

Thanks,

Don

Senator Don Benton

Senior White House Advisor
Office of the Administrator

202.564.4711

From: Uli, Gabriella M. EOP/Ex. 6
Sent: Tuesday, February 21, 2017 2:02 PM

To: Benton, Donald <benton.donald@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: cabinet affairs mtg

That is alright. I will mark you as present with no update.
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I will circle back with a time for you and John to connect.

Thanks

From: Benton, Donald [mailto:benton.donald@epa.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, February 21, 2017 1:57 PM

To: Uli, Gabriella M| EOP/Ex. 6
Subject: RE: cabinet affairs mtg

Same number? I called at 1:20 exactly and was told I was the only one on the line. Is there a new
or different number.

I had nothing to report on the call but do need to speak with John if he can sometime after 3pm
Thanks,

Don

Don

Senator Don Benton

Senior White House Advisor
Office of the Administrator

202.564.4711
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From: Uli, Gabriella M. | EOP/Ex. 6

Sent: Tuesday, February 21, 2017 1:52 PM
To: Benton, Donald <benton.donald@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: cabinet affairs mtg

Don, I suppose you were not on when they did roll call. Matt is finishing up the last group now if

you want to join them.

From: Benton, Donald [mailto:benton.donald@epa.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, February 21, 2017 1:46 PM

To: Uli, Gabriella M. | EOP/Ex. 6

Subject: cabinet affairs mtg
Importance: High

Is cabinet affairs call cancelled or is there a new dial in number?
Thanks,

Don

Been on call for 15 but no one else is ther?

Don

Senator Don Benton

Senior White House Advisor
Office of the Administrator

202.564.4711
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To: Hale, Michelle[hale.michelle@epa.gov]
From: Benton, Donald

Sent: Mon 2/20/2017 10:44:45 PM

Subject: FW: Meeting with Administrator Pruitt

Michele, On our Friday schedule we have the boss scheduled for a briefing with the
enforcement division at 2:30. | suggest we push that meeting and set this meeting with the
governors instead. They will be in town for their Governor’s conference

Don

Senator Don Benton

Senior White House Advisor
Office of the Administrator

202.564.4711

.
S By

From: Groen, Stephanie [mailto:stephanie.groen@iowa.gov]
Sent: Monday, February 20.2017.2:21. PM

To: Hoelscher, Douglas < EOP/Ex. 6 |

Cc: Benton, Donald <benton. donald@epa gov>; Mashburn, John K. EOP/WHO
< EOP/Ex. 6 ; Johnson, Julia B, EOP/WHO

< EOP/Ex. 6 o Flynn Matthew | EOP/Ex. 6

Subject: Re: Meeting with Admmsstrator Pruitt

Doug,

Thank you for your assistance and for connecting me with Don.

*Don-- is Administrator Pruitt available to meet with Governors Branstad (IA), Ricketts (NE),
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Holcomb (IN), and Dayton (MN) on this Friday, February 24 from 2:30-3:30 pm at the JW
Marriott here in DC?

Thank you in advance for your assistance with getting this meeting scheduled.

Best,

Stephanie

On Mon, Feb 20, 2017 at 2:06 PM, Hoelscher, Douglas < EOP/Ex. 6
wrote:

Hi Stephanie,

| just talked to Don Benton who is the senior advisor for Administrator Pruitt at EPA (he is
ccd). The Senate has not yet confirmed the DOE and USDA nominees, but thankfully they
have approved Administrator Pruitt at EPA.

*Don — can you and your team work with Stephanie Groen with Gov. Branstad’s team to try
to find a time that works for the Administrator to meet with below grouping of governors?

Midwest Governors:
Branstad (lA), Ricketts (NE), Holcomb (IN), Dayton (MN)

Thanks for your help.

Sincerely,

Doug
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From: Groen, Stephanie [mailto:stephanie.groen@iowa.gov]

Sent: Monday, February 20, 2017 12:34 PM

To: Hoelscher, Douglas; EOPIEX. 6 iDavis, Anna
<ADavis@NGA.ORG> <adavis@nga.org>

Subject: Meeting with Administrator Pruitt

Doug and Anna,

I would like to check in on the status of the request that l[owa has made for a meeting of
Midwestern Governors with the new Secretaries of the Dept. of Energy, the EPA, and
USDA for this Friday, February 24.

Seeing as only one of those has been confirmed and there is now a lunch at the Vice
President's Residence, I would like to amend the request.

Would Administrator Pruitt be available to meet with Governor Branstad and Lt. Governor
Reynolds on Friday, February 24 from 2:30-3:30 at the JW Marriott?

Thank you for your consideration of this request.

Best,

Stephanie

Stephanie Groen | Acting Director of State-Federal Relations
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Office of the Governor, State of lowa
Gov. Terry Branstad & Lt. Gov. Kim Reynolds

202.624.5442 | stephanie.groen@iowa.qov

WWW.governor.iowa.gov

www ltgovernor.iowa.gov

Stephanie Groen | Acting Director of State-Federal Relations
Office of the Governor, State of lowa
Gov. Terry Branstad & Lt. Gov. Kim Reynolds

202.624.5442 | stephanie.groen@iowa.gov

WWW.QOVErnor.iowa.gov

www ltgovernor.iowa.gov
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To: Mashburn, John K. EOP/Ex. 6
Cc: Uli, Gabriella M. | EOP/Ex. 6
From: Benton, Donald

Sent: Mon 2/27/2017 3:07:00 PM

Subject: EO on WOTUS

John,

I am told the President will sign the EO on WOTUS tomorrow morning.

I would like very much (similar to other Senior Advisors at other EO signings) to be present for
the signing of the EO. Can you tell me what time and would you please have me cleared by SS to
attend?

WAVES INFO:

Donald Mark Benton-,é DOBJ/Ex. 6 ¢ SSN/EX. 6 _ Personal Matters/Ex. 6

Personal Matters/Ex. 6

Thanks Very Much,

Don

Senator Don Benton

Senior White House Advisor
Office of the Administrator

202.564.4711

ED_001612_00019525-00001



To: Mashburn, John K} EOP/Ex. 6
From: Benton, Donald

Sent: Mon 2/20/2017 10:42:19 PM

Subject: RE: Followup on EPA requests.

Terrific. Later tonight (it already is) give me a call on another matterd personal Phone/ex. 6
Don

Don

Senator Don Benton

Senior White House Advisor
Office of the Administrator
202.564.4711

From: Mashburn, John K. | EOP/Ex. 6
Sent: Monday, February 20, 2017 2:38 PM

To: Hoelscher, Douglas < EOP/Ex. 6 | .
Cc: Benton, Donald <benton. donald@epa.gov>; Flynn, Matthew < EOP/Ex. 6 >
Gunn, Ashley L. EOP/Ex. 6 ; '
Subject: Re: Followup on EPA requests.

Don - we have a 3 pm mtg on this and after that will send you a holistic list of folks that want to meet with
your boss.

Sent from my iPhone

> On Feb 20, 2017, at 2:34 PM, Hoelscher, Douglas EOP/Ex. 6 wrote:

>

> Hi Don,

>

> Thanks again for taking my call. | sent the Midwest governors meeting and am following up with you on
the more comprehensive list.

>

> 1.Meeting with Midwest Governors (Branstad, IA; Ricketts, NE; Holcomb, IN; Dayton, MN) -- contact:
Stephanie.Groen@iowa.gov

>

> 2.Gov. Abbott (TX) -- contact: Jerry.Strickland@gov.texas.gov

>

> 3.Gov. Calvo (Guam) -- contact: Margaret.metcalfe@guam.gov (Guam's governor does not get to DC
too often so anything you can do would be appreciated).

>

> There were also requests from Gov. Holcomb of Indiana and Gov. Mead of Wyoming but if you all can
make the Midwest governors' meeting and the Western Governors meeting work, that should suffice.

>

> Sincerely,

> Doug

>

>
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To: Bremberg, Andrew P. EOP/WHO] EOP/Ex. 6
From: Benton, Donald

Sent: Mon 2/27/2017 2:29:08 PM

Subject: WOTUS

Andrew,
Two Things:

1. Do you have a final copy of the EO that you can send only to me for review by the
Administrator and his Chief of Staff? We would like to prepare implementation papers.

2. I would like very much (similar to other Senior Advisors) to be present for the signing of the
EO. Can you tell me what time and would you please have me cleared by SS to attend?

WAVES INFO:
Donald Mark Benton- DOB/Ex. 6 | SSNIEX 6 - ]

Personal Matters/Ex. 6

Personal Matters/Ex. 6

Thanks,

Don

Senator Don Benton

Senior White House Advisor
Office of the Administrator

202.564.4711
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To: Dan Wood[dan@wastatedairy.com]
From: Benton, Donald

Sent: Mon 2/27/2017 2:20:38 PM
Subject: RE: Region 10 Names

Dan,

Thank you for your follow up on this. I have forwarded this email to our general counsel for

review.

Also, it is my understanding that the peer comments on the science that were removed from the
website should be put back up on the site very soon according to our general counsel.

Don

Senator Don Benton

Senior White House Advisor

Office of the Administrator

202.564.4711

From: Dan Wood [mailto:dan@wastatedairy.com]
Sent: Monday, February 27,2017 9:04 AM

To: Benton, Donald <benton.donald@epa.gov>
Cc: Dan Wood <dan@wastatedairy.com>
Subject: Region 10 Names

Senator Benton,
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Thank you, again, for the time with you and other senior EPA officials last week. We have high
hopes for review of egregious behavior and positive steps moving forward.

Two EPA Region 10 staff were specifically mentioned in the call.

Jennifer McDonald (referenced in one of the memos) was the staff who acted as the FOIA
officer on a request for documents involving her own actions. She did not remove herself from
the conflict of interest.

Eric Winiecki is the Region 10 staff who has reportedly been creating delays with reports related
to the Administrative Order on Consent involving the dairies.

Thank you for looking into the actions in the memos and the actions of these particular
individuals.

Dan Wood

Executive Director
Washington State Dairy Federation
PO Box 1768 Elma, WA 98541

Dan@wastatedairy.com

360-870-6018.

It’s OK to call any time — early, late, weekends are OK. Really.

From: Dan Wood

Sent: Wednesday, February 22, 2017 5:36 PM
To: Benton, Donald <benton.donald(@epa.gov>
Cc: Dan Wood <dan@wastatedairy.com>
Subject: Conference Call Dial-In
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Thank you for the opportunity to brief you and other senior EPA officials on timely and
important issues in Washington State.

Our Conference Call Service number is

Non-responsive Conference Code/Ex.6

Jw—y

In our call at 10 AM Eastern (7 AM Pacific), we will cover two items:

1. The illegal expenditure of funds by EPA and the “Whats Upstream?” campaign.

2. The actions of Region 10 EPA staff in violation of scientific standards, public records
disclosure and professional standards in intimidating Yakima Valley (WA) dairies into a
Consent Order.

The attached briefing papers contain our requested actions.

Briefing will primarily be from Dan Wood, Jay Gordon and Gerald Baron. Others (see below)
will be available for questions and occasional brief comments or clarification.

Joining from Washington State will be:

Dan Wood, Executive Director of Washington State Dairy Federation

Jay Gordon, Policy Director of Washington State Dairy Federation

Gerald Baron, Executive Director of Save Family Farming
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Dan DeRuyter, Adam Dolsen, and Henry Bosma, Yakima Valley Dairy Farmers

Chris Sybrandy, Dairy Farmer and President of Dairy Federation

We appreciate the opportunity to share with you this important information.

Sincerely,

Dan Wood

Executive Director
Washington State Dairy Federation
PO Box 1768 Elma, WA 98541

Dan(@wastatedairy.com

360-870-6018.

It’s OK to call any time — early, late, weekends are OK. Really.
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To: Uli, Gabriella M. | EOP/Ex. 6
From: Benton, Donald

Sent: Mon 2/20/2017 10:34:13 PM

Subject: RE: Need White House Credentials

Beautiful. Thank you

Don

Senator Don Benton

Senior White House Advisor
Office of the Administrator

202.564.4711

From: Uli, Gabriella M. | EOP/Ex. 6
Sent: Monday, February 20, 2017 5:10 PM

To: Benton, Donald <benton.donald@epa.gov>

Cc: Murphy, Christine | EOP/Ex. 6
Subject: RE: Need White House Credentials

Hi Don,

We received the form pertaining to credentials late this afternoon. Christine will be sending the
form to you shortly. To prepare you for Administrator Pruitt’s form, a jpeg photo with a white
background is required. The Administrator has irongate which eliminates going through security.
He will be set for Wednesday.

Thanks,
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Gabriella

From: Benton, Donald [mailto:benton.donald@epa.gov]
Sent: Monday, February 20, 2017 4:46 PM

To: Uli, Gabriella M. | EOP/Ex. 6
Subject: Need White House Credentials

Gabriella,

Please forward this request to whoever is responsible for WH credentials. The new
Administrator wants them asap as he is planning on going there on Wednesday

Pruitt Edward Scott Y uUsS M
Tulsa OK

DOB/Ex. 6| | SSN/EX. 6

Benton Donald Mark Y US M
Vancouver WA

Thank you,

Don

Senator Don Benton

Senior White House Advisor
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Office of the Administrator

202.564.4711
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To: Gunn, Ashley L.| EOP/EXx. 6
From: Benton, Donald

Sent: Mon 2/20/2017 10:22:17 PM

Subject: RE: | need a good email for pruitt

Ashley, You and | and Cabinet Affairs in general were the focus of a terrible foul mouthed tirade from
Ryan Jackson last week and | have been ordered by him to never contact cabinet affairs again and just
today to not call or contact the Administrator ever again. Both are ridiculous and this creates an untenable
situation here.

What do | do?

Don

Senator Don Benton

Senior White House Advisor
Office of the Administrator
202.564.4711

————— Original Message-—--

From: Gunn, Ashley L. EOP/Ex. 6
Sent: Thursday, February 9, 2017 3:14 PM

To: Benton, Donald <benton.donald@epa.gov>
Subject: Re: | need a good email for pruitt

You're the best! Thank you!!

Thank you,
Ashley Gunn
Senior Director
Cabinet Affairs
(202)881-8463

Please excuse typos. Sent from my iPhone

>0On Feb 9, 2017, at 3:10 PM, Benton, Donald <benton.donald@epa.gov> wrote:
>
>

> Pruitt's contact is:

e -

B Personal Phone/Ex. 6 ;

> His personal email is: | personal EmailiEx. 6 |BUt this will only be active for a few more days.
> i

> Don

> Senator Don Benton

> Senior White House Advisor

> Office of the Administrator

> 202.564.4711

>

>

> e Original Message-—-

> From: Gunn, Ashley L., EOP/EXx. 6

> Sent: Thursday, February 9, 2017 11:42 AM
> To: Benton, Donald <benton.donald@epa.gov>
> Subject: | need a good email for pruitt
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>

> POTUS needs asap
>

> Thank you,

> Ashley Gunn

> Senior Director

> Cabinet Affairs

> Ex. 6

>
> Please excuse typos. Sent from my iPhone
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To: Jackson, Ryan (Inhofe)[Ryan_Jackson@inhofe.senate.gov]
Cc: Gunn, Ashley L. EOP/WHO]J EOP/EXx. 6
From: Benton, Donald

Sent: Fri 2/17/2017 12:00:07 AM

Subject:  Pruitt list for swearing in

new swearing in.xlsx

Ryan, This a is what I sent to them at 9am this morning. In addition I received a call late today
from Michele (Pruitt’s EX Secretary) asking to add Leonard Leo’s wife, Sally Anne Leo of
which I had no SSN. I have since received an SSN and am sending it over.

The lady that called Maria Marshall, indicated that she also wanted to add Judge Alito’s wife. |
do not have any of the vital information in order to do this.

Don

Senator Don Benton

Senior White House Advisor
Office of the Administrator

202.564.4711

From: Benton, Donald

Sent: Thursday, February 16, 2017 8:53 AM
To: 'Gunn, Ashley L.; Ex. 6
Subject:

Importance: High

Ashley,

Apparently there will be no other Secretary’s being sworn in therefore Pruitt would like to have
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all of these people attend.

Please let me know if this is not possible. I am told it is in the Sec of War room on the 2™ floor
of EEOB, is that correct?

Don

Senator Don Benton

Senior White House Advisor
Office of the Administrator

202.564.4711
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To: Mashburn, John K.| EOP/Ex. 6
From: Benton, Donald

Sent: Thur 2/16/2017 7:56:42 PM

Subject: FW: Wyoming

Don

Senator Don Benton

Senior White House Advisor

Office of the Administrator

202.564.4711

From: Schwab, Justin

Sent: Thursday, February 16, 2017 2:26 PM
To: Benton, Donald <benton.donald@epa.gov>
Subject: Wyoming

DELIBERATIVE COMMUNICATION
DRAFT WHITE HOUSE COMMUNICATION
NOT SUBJECT TO FOIA

ATTORNEY-CLIENT AND WORK-PRODUCT PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL

Deliberative Process Privilege/Ex. 5
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Deliberative Process Privilege/Ex.

3. The right people at EPA, both political and career, lawyers and scientists, are looking at
this. EPA Beachhead will receive a fuller briefing on our technical and legal options by the
middle of next week. At that time, we will be able to provide a fuller assessment of the pros and
cons of the options described above, and probably of other alternatives as well.
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To: Schnare, David[schnare.david@epa.gov]

From: Benton, Donald

Sent: Mon 2/20/2017 10:01:00 PM

Subject: RE: Puget Sound NDZ [WARNING: DKIM validation failed]

ok

Don

Senator Don Benton

Senior White House Advisor
Office of the Administrator

202.564.4711

From: Schnare, David

Sent: Saturday, February 18, 2017 3:36 PM

To: Benton, Donald <benton.donald@epa.gov>

Subject: Re: Puget Sound NDZ [WARNING: DKIM validation failed]

McCabe decided this was not a regulatory action and cleared it without passing it by me. I'll see
what we can do on Tuesday.

Sent from my iPhone

On Feb 18, 2017, at 2:14 PM, Benton, Donald <benton.donald@epa.gov> wrote:

David, | was unaware we were authorized to be publishing this. I hope his information is
inaccurate.

Don
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Senator Don Benton

Senior White House Advisor
Office of the Administrator
202.564.4711

<image001.gif>

From: Charlie Costanzo [mailto:CCostanzo@americanwaterways.com]

Sent: Saturday, February 18, 2017 12:40 PM

To: Benton, Donald <benton.donald@epa.gov>; Ruff, Sandy <Sandy.Ruff@leg.wa.gov>;
doug.ericksen@leg.wa.gov

Cc: 'Clifford A. Webster (cwebster@carneylaw.com)' <cwebster(@carneylaw.com>; 'Peter
Schrappen' <peter(@nmta.net>; Doug Levy (Doug@outcomesbylevy.onmicrosoft.com)
<Doug@outcomesbylevy.onmicrosoft.com>; 'Young, Tom'
<Tom.Young@mail.house.gov>; 'colin.swanson@mail.house.gov'
<colin.swanson@mail.house.gov>; 'James Tupper' <tupper@tmw-law.com>; gwirtz(@clia-
nwc.com; 'Donna Spalding' <dspalding@clia-nwe.com>; Lynn Muench

<L.Muench@americanwaterways.com>; Dorjets, Vlad, EOP/EXx. 6
i EOP/Ex. 6

Subject: RE: Puget Sound NDZ [WARNING: DKIM validation failed]
Importance: High

Dear Senators Ericksen and Benton:

I received the attached copy of the attached prepublication of the February 21 Federal
Register stating that EPA is moving ahead with a Final Affirmative Determination of the
Puget Sound NDZ.

As you might understand, this is extremely disappointing and surprising given that we
understood from several communications that the Determination would be subject to the
regulatory freeze authorized by President Trump’s January 20 directive.
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At this point, we are wondering if anything can be done to hold this determination or roll it
back until former RA Dennis McLerran’s justification for determining the adequacy of
pumpout capacity in Puget Sound for commercial vessels can be fully understood and

evaluated.

Your assistance is urgently requested.

Thank you!

- Charlie

Charles P. Costanzo

Vice President — Pacific Region

The American Waterways Operators <image003.jpg>
5315 22" Ave. NW

Seattle, WA 98107

www.americanwaterways.com

(206) 257-4723 (Office)
(203) 980-3051 (Mobile)

(866) 954-8481 (Fax)
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From: Charlie Costanzo

Sent: Wednesday, February 15,2017 9:59 AM

To: 'benton.donald@epa.gov' <benton.donald@epa.gov>; Ruff, Sandy
<Sandy.Ruff@leg.wa.cov>; 'doug.ericksen@leg.wa.gov' <doug.ericksen@leg.wa.gov>
Cc: 'Clifford A. Webster (cwebster@carneylaw.com)' <cwebster(@carneylaw.com>; 'Peter
Schrappen' <peter(@nmta.net>; Doug Levy (Doug@outcomesbylevy.onmicrosoft.com)
<Doug@outcomesbylevy.onmicrosoft.com>

Subject: Puget Sound NDZ

Dear Senators Ericksen and Benton:

I write on behalf of The American Waterways Operators (AWO), the national trade
association for the tugboat and barge industry, to ask for your assistance rolling back the
Puget Sound No-Discharge Zone (NDZ), a badly misguided and procedurally-flawed joint
regulatory proposal of the Dept. of Ecology and the EPA. The policy would force vessel
owners to abandon federally-approved onboard sewage treatment systems despite the
absence of scientific evidence to suggest these systems harm the marine environment in any
way. The policy would force vessel owners to install holding tanks onboard the vessel and
pump untreated sewage to a shore-based treatment system. For my industry alone, the
regulation would cost operators over $15 million and provide zero benefit to the
environment.

On the evening before President Trump was inaugurated, EPA representatives called
maritime industry advocates to let them know that then-EPA administrator Dennis
McLerran had signed a determination that the capacity of shoreside facilities was sufficient
to accommodate the regulated community. The determination should be invalidated because
there is exactly one shoreside facility in all of Puget Sound (at the Port of Bellingham) that
could even accommodate a typical tugboat, fish processor, or small cruise vessel.
McLerran’s determination was signed, and shortly after the inauguration Senator Benton
confirmed to Cliff that the determination was subject to the President’s regulatory freeze
declaration of January 20 and that it will not be noticed in the Federal Register.

We are working to ensure that RA McLerran’s determination is never noticed and that the
Puget Sound NDZ, as promulgated by the Dept. of Ecology, is never implemented. It’s bad
policy and we can articulate better ways that the industry and regulators can achieve water
quality improvement from onboard sewage treatment. We would love the opportunity to
talk with you by phone or in person about this issue. It’s extremely important for the

ED_001612_00019553-00004



commercial and recreational boating community in Washington State. It even impacts
which out of state vessels can trade in our waters.

I 'am copying in several other maritime industry advocates who worked over a period of
years to persuade Ecology to adopt sensible NDZ policy for Puget Sound. They are Peter
Schrappen of the Northwest Marine Trade Association (NMTA), Doug Levy from the
Recreational Boaters of Washington, and Cliff Webster who works in Olympia for both
AWO and NMTA. We have a much larger coalition of maritime industry groups that
engaged on this issue with Ecology to no avail. | attach a letter that describes the coalition
and our position. I also attach a letter from Rep. Dave Reichert to EPA urging them to
exercise caution on this issue. It appears that EPA didn’t take the Congressman’s advice and
instead opted for an 11"® hour rulemaking.

Please let me know if you can find some time to meet with us or chat by phone. I’'m happy
to accommodate your schedule however works best.

Thank you so much!

- Charlie Costanzo

Charles P. Costanzo

Vice President — Pacific Region

The American Waterways Operators =
5315 22™ Ave. NW

Seattle, WA 98107

www.americanwaterways.com
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(208) 257-4723 (Office)
(203) 980-3051 (Mobile)

(866) 954-8481 (Fax)

<removed.txt>

<2017-03353.pdf>

Charlie:

| heard from Senator Benton tonight. This was his reply to my inquiry:

Hi CIiff,
The answer is yes. ALL rules not yet published have been either pulled back or the
publishing date has been extended 60 days. Broad brush strokes until we get a

handle on the content of all of them. | expect my team will have them all reviewed in
a week or two.

Also, Please use my official email for all official correspondence. | cannot and do
not conduct official business on my personal computer.

Great to hear from you,

Don

Senator Don Benton

Senior White House Advisor-EPA
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Clifford A. Webster

206-607-4162 Seattle | 360-357-6500 Olympia

| Personal Phone/Ex. 6

Bio | vCard | Address | Website

cwebster@carneylaw.com

This e-mail contains confidential, privileged information intended only for the addressee. Do not
read, copy, or disseminate it unless you are the addressee. If you are not the addressee, please
permanently delete it without printing and call me immediately at (206) 622-8020.

From: Charlie Costanzo [mailto:CCostanzo@americanwaterways.com|
Sent: Thursday, January 26, 2017 9:13 PM

To: Webster, Cliff <cwebster@carneylaw.com>

Subject: Puget Sound NDZ

Let me know when you hear from Sens. Benton/Ericksen. We are eagerly anticipating
feedback on that issue.

- Charlie

Charles P. Costanzo

Vice President — Pacific Region

The American Waterways Operators <image004.jpg>
5315 22™ Ave. NW

Seattle, WA 98107

www.americanwaterways.com

(208) 257-4723 (Office)
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Personal Phone/Ex. 6 | (Mobile)

(866) 954-8481 (Fax)

<removed.txt>
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To: jessica.e.dittog Ex. 6/EQP

Cc: Konkus, John[konkus.john@epa.gov]; Ericksen, Doug[encksen doug@epa.gov]; Jackson,
Ryan (Inhofe)[Ryan_Jackson@inhofe.senate.gov]
From: Benton, Donald

Sent: Thur 2/16/2017 1:55:20 PM
Subject:  Scott Pruitt on national television

Dear Jessica,
Has there been any progress on placing Administrator Pruitt on any of the National shows?

Thank you,

Don

Senator Don Benton

Senior White House Advisor
Office of the Administrator

202.564.4711
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To: Schnare, David[schnare.david@epa.gov]; Schwab, Justin[schwab.justin@epa.gov]
From: Benton, Donald

Sent: Mon 2/20/2017 9:58:32 PM

Subject: FW: Puget Sound NDZ [WARNING: DKIM validation failed]

removed.ixt

2017-03353.pdf
ATTO0001.htm

removed.txt

Do we know the reason this was not frozen?

Don

Don

Senator Don Benton

Senior White House Advisor
Office of the Administrator

202.564.4711

From: Benton, Donald

Sent: Monday, February 20, 2017 4:57 PM

To: Minoli, Kevin <Minoli.Kevin@epa.gov>

Cc: Ericksen, Doug <ericksen.doug@epa.gov>

Subject: FW: Puget Sound NDZ [WARNING: DKIM validation failed]
Importance: High

Kevin, I think this communication from WA state should be handled by your office, not by me or
Sen. Ericksen.

Thanks,

Don
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Don

Senator Don Benton

Senior White House Advisor

Office of the Administrator

202.564.4711

From: Charlie Costanzo [mailto:CCostanzo@americanwaterways.com]

Sent: Saturday, February 18, 2017 12:40 PM

To: Benton, Donald <benton.donald@epa.gov>; Ruff, Sandy <Sandy.Ruff@leg.wa.cov>;
doug.ericksen@leg.wa.gov

Cec: 'Clifford A. Webster (cwebster@carneylaw.com)' <cwebster(@carneylaw.com>; 'Peter
Schrappen' <peter(@nmta.net>; Doug Levy (Doug@outcomesbylevy.onmicrosoft.com)
<Doug@outcomesbylevy.onmicrosoft.com>; 'Young, Tom' <T'om.Young(@mail.house.gov>;
'colin.swanson@mail.house.gov' <colin.swanson@mail.house.gov>; 'James Tupper'
<tupper@tmw-law.com>; gwirtz@clia-nwe.com; 'Donna Spalding' <dspalding@clia-nwc.com>;
Lynn Muench <[LMuench@americanwaterways.com>; Dorjets, Vlad EOP/OMB

<Vladik _Dorjets@omb.eop.gov>

Subject: RE: Puget Sound NDZ [WARNING: DKIM validation failed]

Importance: High

Dear Senators Ericksen and Benton:

I received the attached copy of the attached prepublication of the February 21 Federal Register
stating that EPA is moving ahead with a Final Affirmative Determination of the Puget Sound
NDZ.
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As you might understand, this is extremely disappointing and surprising given that we
understood from several communications that the Determination would be subject to the

regulatory freeze authorized by President Trump’s January 20 directive.

At this point, we are wondering if anything can be done to hold this determination or roll it back
until former RA Dennis McLerran’s justification for determining the adequacy of pumpout
capacity in Puget Sound for commercial vessels can be fully understood and evaluated.

Your assistance is urgently requested.

Thank you!

- Charlie

Charles P. Costanzo

Vice President — Pacific Region

The American Waterways Operators =
5315 22" Ave. NW

Seattle, WA 98107

www.americanwaterways.com

(206) 257-4723 (Office)
(203) 980-3051 (Mobile)

(866) 954-8481 (Fax)
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From: Charlie Costanzo

Sent: Wednesday, February 15,2017 9:59 AM

To: 'benton.donald@epa.gov' <benton.donald@epa.gov>; Ruff, Sandy
<Sandy.Ruff(@leg.wa.gov>; 'doug.ericksen@leg.wa.gov' <doug.ericksen@leg.wa.gov>
Cc: 'Clifford A. Webster (cwebster@carneylaw.com)' <cwebster(@carneylaw.com>; 'Peter
Schrappen' <peter@nmta.net>; Doug Levy (Doug@outcomesbylevy.onmicrosoft.com)
<Doug@outcomesbylevy.onmicrosoft.com>

Subject: Puget Sound NDZ

Dear Senators Ericksen and Benton:

I write on behalf of The American Waterways Operators (AWO), the national trade association
for the tugboat and barge industry, to ask for your assistance rolling back the Puget Sound No-
Discharge Zone (NDZ), a badly misguided and procedurally-flawed joint regulatory proposal of
the Dept. of Ecology and the EPA. The policy would force vessel owners to abandon federally-
approved onboard sewage treatment systems despite the absence of scientific evidence to suggest
these systems harm the marine environment in any way. The policy would force vessel owners to
install holding tanks onboard the vessel and pump untreated sewage to a shore-based treatment
system. For my industry alone, the regulation would cost operators over $15 million and provide
zero benefit to the environment.

On the evening before President Trump was inaugurated, EPA representatives called maritime
industry advocates to let them know that then-EPA administrator Dennis McLerran had signed a
determination that the capacity of shoreside facilities was sufficient to accommodate the
regulated community. The determination should be invalidated because there is exactly one
shoreside facility in all of Puget Sound (at the Port of Bellingham) that could even accommodate
a typical tugboat, fish processor, or small cruise vessel. McLerran’s determination was signed,
and shortly after the inauguration Senator Benton confirmed to Cliff that the determination was
subject to the President’s regulatory freeze declaration of January 20 and that it will not be
noticed in the Federal Register.

We are working to ensure that RA McLerran’s determination is never noticed and that the Puget
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Sound NDZ, as promulgated by the Dept. of Ecology, is never implemented. It’s bad policy and
we can articulate better ways that the industry and regulators can achieve water quality
improvement from onboard sewage treatment. We would love the opportunity to talk with you
by phone or in person about this issue. It’s extremely important for the commercial and
recreational boating community in Washington State. It even impacts which out of state vessels
can trade in our waters.

I am copying in several other maritime industry advocates who worked over a period of years to
persuade Ecology to adopt sensible NDZ policy for Puget Sound. They are Peter Schrappen of
the Northwest Marine Trade Association (NMTA), Doug Levy from the Recreational Boaters of
Washington, and Cliff Webster who works in Olympia for both AWO and NMTA. We have a
much larger coalition of maritime industry groups that engaged on this issue with Ecology to no
avail. I attach a letter that describes the coalition and our position. I also attach a letter from
Rep. Dave Reichert to EPA urging them to exercise caution on this issue. It appears that EPA
didn’t take the Congressman’s advice and instead opted for an 11" hour rulemaking.

Please let me know if you can find some time to meet with us or chat by phone. I’'m happy to
accommodate your schedule however works best.

Thank you so much!

- Charlie Costanzo

Charles P. Costanzo

Vice President — Pacific Region

The American Waterways Operators =
5315 22" Ave. NW

Seattle, WA 98107
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www.americanwaterways.com

(208) 257-4723 (Office)
(203) 980-3051 (Mobile)

(866) 954-8481 (Fax)
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To: Gunn, Ashley L. E EOP/Ex. 6
From: Benton, Donald

Sent: Thur 2/16/2017 1:52:57 PM

new swearing in.xlsx

Ashley,

Apparently there will be no other Secretary’s being sworn in therefore Pruitt would like to have
all of these people attend.

Please let me know if this is not possible. I am told it is in the Sec of War room on the 2™ floor
of EEOB, is that correct?

Don

Senator Don Benton

Senior White House Advisor
Office of the Administrator

202.564.4711

ED_001612_00019561-00001



To: Minoli, Kevin[Minoli.Kevin@epa.gov]

From: Benton, Donald

Sent: Thur 2/16/2017 1:37:14 PM

Subject: RE: Reuters: EPA staff told to prepare for Trump executive orders: sources

Thank you for this Kevin.

Don

Senator Don Benton

Senior White House Advisor
Office of the Administrator

202.564.4711

From: Minoli, Kevin

Sent: Wednesday, February 15, 2017 5:29 PM

To: Actadmmccabe, Catherinel7 <Actadmmccabe.catherinel 7@epa.gov>; Flynn, Mike
<Flynn.Mike@epa.gov>; Benton, Donald <benton.donald@epa.gov>

Subject: Fwd: Reuters: EPA staff told to prepare for Trump executive orders: sources

Catherine, Mike, and Don-

If you have not seen this article yet [ am sure you will. I wanted to make sure you knew what [
said to my senior managers on Tuesday. I conveyed that if you have watched how confirmations
have rolled out, people should be prepared that at some point close in time to the confirmation
executive orders about our work to be signed. I certainly never said two to five because I would
have no way of knowing that.
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While I do not believe there is anything here that has not been reported before (other than the
fact it was discussed), I now know how Don felt this morning and will have a conversation with
these managers and adjust my approach with them.

Kevin

Kevin S. Minoli
Acting General Counsel
Office of General Counsel

US Environmental Protection Agency
Main Office Line: 202-564-8040

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Grantham, Nancy" <Grantham.Nancy(@epa.gov>

Date: February 15, 2017 at 5:15:19 PM EST

To: "Minoli, Kevin" <Minoli.Kevin@epa.gov>

Subject: FW: Reuters: EPA staff told to prepare for Trump executive orders: sources

Fyi .. can you give me a quick call? thanks ng

Nancy Grantham

Office of Public Affairs

US Environmental Protection Agency
202-564-6879 (desk)

202-253-7056 (mobile)

From: Konkus, John

Sent: Wednesday, February 15, 2017 5:02 PM

To: Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy(@epa.gov>; Hull, George
<Hull.George@epa.gov>

Subject: Fwd: Reuters: EPA staff told to prepare for Trump executive orders: sources
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Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Dorr, Kaelan K. | EOP/Ex. 6 _

Date: February 15, 2017 at 4:36:33 PM EST

To: "Konkus, John" <konkus.john@epa.gov>

Subject: FW: Reuters: EPA staff told to prepare for Trump executive orders:
sources

From: Comms Alert [mailto:CommsAlert@gop.com]
Sent: Wednesday, February 15, 2017 4:35 PM
Subject: Reuters: EPA staff told to prepare for Trump executive orders: sources

EPA staff told to prepare for Trump executive orders: sources
Reuters

David Samuelsohn, Timothy Gardner & Richard Valdmanis
February 15, 2017 — 4:01 PM

hitp://'www reuters.com/article/us-usa-trump-epa-
idUSKBN15UZMW?feed Type=RES&feedName=politicsNews&utm source=Twitter&utm medium

Staff at the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency have been told that
President Donald Trump is preparing a handful of executive orders related to
the agency, to be signed once a new administrator is confirmed, two sources
who attended the meeting told Reuters on Wednesday.

The sources, who asked not to be named, said a senior EPA official who had
been briefed by members of the Trump administration mentioned the executive
orders at a meeting of staffers in the EPA's Office of General Counsel on
Tuesday, but did not provide details about what the orders would say.
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"It was just a heads up to expect some executive orders, that's it," one of the
sources said.

The second source said attendees at the meeting were told Trump would sign
between two and five executive orders.

Trump's pick to run the EPA, Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt, is
scheduled to face a Senate confirmation vote on Friday, according to a Senate
aide, after a contentious hearing last month in which lawmakers pressed him
on his ties to the oil industry. Pruitt sued the EPA more than a dozen times
while he was the top prosecutor for the oil and gas producing state.

Trump has promised to cut U.S. environmental regulation as a way to bolster
the drilling and coal mining industries, but has vowed to do so without
compromising air and water quality. He has also expressed doubts about the
science behind climate change and promised during his campaign to pull the
United States out of a global pact to combat it.
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